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Please note that any views expressed in these reports are those of the contributors.

Copy date for Spring Issue: 29th March 2014

All contributions for Courier to Jem Packford, Lower Woolstone, 01367 820631 (jem_packford@lineone.net)

Parish Council

Opening of the new Post Office and Stores

The move of the Post Office and shop to its new premises at the Jubilee Field is now really

close, with the 30th January 2014 scheduled as the opening date. This project has involved a

huge amount of work from the Holborows and I'm sure you would all join me in thanking Dave

and Rose for the commitment they have shown to the Village.

Proposed housing development off Station Road

Since the last edition of the Courier came out there has not been much news to report

regarding the proposed development. The District Council's planning department have been

examining the plans and the comments submitted during the consultation period. They have

discussed the plans with various specialists and the Developers (Redcliffe Homes), who agreed

to an extension in the time the District Council has to consider the application. These

discussions may result in revised plans, but we have had no news of this as of today's date (02

January 2014).

Precept for 2014-15

The precept is the part of your council tax bill that comes to the Parish Council. This pays for

regular expenditure (like the upkeep of the Jubilee Field and Burial Ground) and contributes

towards one-off costs (e.g. the creation of the new allotments). For the year starting April

2014 the precept will rise to £13,989 (from £12,717), a rise of approximately £4 per year for

each household in the Village.

Village photocopier

The photocopier in the School is run by the Parish Council. It is available for local businesses

and community groups to use (e.g. for producing flyers or newsletters). The current black and

white copier is now being replaced by a colour copier, so should be even more useful. If you

are interested in making use of the copier then please contact Graham Banks on 820379.

Save the date - Spring Jubilee Field Tidy
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The Spring tidy of the Jubilee Field is going to be at 10.00 on Saturday 8th March.

John-Paul Roche, Clerk

top

Neighbourhood Watch

Useful Numbers:

PCSO Maralyn Pack (mobile when on duty) 07779 586392 EMail:

Maralyn.Pack@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Non-Emergency: 08458 505 505

Emergency: 999

top

Tom Brown's School Museum

Included in The Courier is a leaflet about the Museum and a subscription form - we would love

everyone to become a member of our Friends Group! To receive free membership our Friends

offer to look after the museum for a session between April and October, otherwise there is a

small fee of £5.00 per year. Our Friends are very important to us and we would not be able to

operate without them!

Our next exhibition is 'Remembering 1914' and any information, photographs our artefacts that

we can use to enhance the exhibition would be most welcome. The Annual General Meeting of

the Friends will be held on Tuesday, 25th February at 7.30 pm in the museum. Please come

along and hear what we have done during the past year and our plans for the future - and

share a glass of wine with us afterwards.

Sharon Smith
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Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall

Ladies and Gentlemen's Toilet Refurbishment

A number of estimates have been obtained. These are to be looked at in detail and decisions

made on choice of fittings, finishes etc. The estimates can then be firmed up to quotations. It

is hoped to make further progress early in the New Year. The work is planned for the summer

holiday period 2014.

Improvements

Three of the upper level light fittings in the large hall have been refurbished to cure the

flickering problems being experienced. This appears to have been successful and the

remainder are being monitored.

Hall Events

Calendar Girls

The Hall hosted this latest production from the Players from 30th October to 2nd November.

It 'stripped off' very nicely and was acclaimed as one of their best productions.

Congratulations to the directors Vern and Lilly Dunkley, all the cast and everyone else

involved.

The Watermill Theatre (On Tour) has been secured for their 2014 tour. They will be

performing 'Hard Boiled', created by Rhum and Clay with Beth Flintoff. This is the same group

that brought us the very successful Jekyll and Hyde production. They are coming on Friday

13th June so please make a note for your diary.

Management Committee

Members of the Hall management committee are drawn from members of groups/associations

hiring the Hall or they can be independent members co-opted onto the committee. If you

would like to join and influence the running of the Hall, please speak to a member of the

management committee.

Hall website www.thmh.co.uk Please check it out, feedback always appreciated.
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Paul Armishaw

top

Uffington School

As many of you may have seen in the national papers, in relation to our KS2 performance

2013, we have been ranked 8th within Oxfordshire schools. We are also one of the top 1000

schools within the UK and with over 21,000 primary schools; this puts us in the top 5% of

primary schools nationally. This is a real achievement that we are proud of and reflects the

hard work of all the staff and children. We are obviously thrilled with this news and have

enjoyed celebrating our achievements. We are continuing to work hard to further develop the

school and to provide every child with the best opportunities possible. With this is mind we

feel it is time to review and revisit our school's vision and values. We want this to reflect the

beliefs and values of all school staff, children, parents and the wider community and therefore

would ask if you could spend a few minutes considering the points in our questionnaire at the

back of this magazine.

Amy Carnell

Headteacher

Uffington C of E Primary School

Broad Street, Uffington, SN7 7RA Tel: 01367 820296

e-mail: head.3251@uffington.oxon.sch.uk

School website www.uffington.oxon.sch.uk

top

Afternoon Club

In November we went to the Lamb at Buckland for Christmas lunch and in December Uffington

school children came and sang carols to us. We would like to thank all the children and their

teachers for a lovely afternoon. We look forward to them coming.
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We would like to thank everyone who supports us especially THE WHITE HORSE TRUST who so

generously gave us £1,500 this helps us to be able to carry on giving free meats and outings to

our members, we would also like to thank the mini bus drivers who regardless of the weather

give up their time to collect those who wish to come and need a lift.

We wish you all a Happy and Healthy 2014.

We are not having our sale in January but it will be APRIL the 12th 2014 .The first meeting in

2014 will be on January 9th at 2pm in the hall.

Ann Smith

top

Elm Tree Surgery

Prescription Collection Service

Will patients ordering repeat prescriptions from the Surgery please note that they should now

do so before 12.30 pm on the Monday of the week in which they are needed, earlier orders

would of course be welcomed. Prescriptions will then be available in the Post Office on the

following Thursday.

top

Uffington, Baulking and Woolstone Minibus

Do you know that our community minibus makes weekly trips to Faringdon and Wantage on

Tuesday and Friday mornings respectively, leaving Uffington at 9.30 and picking up passengers

on the way at points convenient for them? We also alternate between Swindon and Witney

with a monthly Thursday morning trip.
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Passengers are set down at convenient points including the Medical Centre in Faringdon.

The minibus may be used by all members of the UBW Minibus Association, and membership of

the Association is open all villagers. There is a modest fare to contribute to the cost of

running the minibus. Bus passes may be used in lieu of payment.

We would like to hear from you:�

if you would like to use the minibus and need more information.

if you have decided against it for any reason but could help us with any suggestions for

enhancements or changes to our community services which may make them more

attractive for you.

if you feel you may like to join the pool of volunteer drivers, who each do a trip about

once a month.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Contacts -

John Hatcher 01367 820417

Michael Lord 01367 820134

top

Benefice 200 Club

Results of the 1st Draw (quarter ending 30th September 2013) held following the Harvest

Thanksgiving Service at St Nicholas, Baulking.

1st Prize £150 No. 150 Mr & Mrs Charlie Walters

2nd Prize £55

No. 154

No. 174

No. 191

Dave & Rose Holborow

Mrs Sue Harrison

Ray and Jill Avenell
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3rd Prize £35

No. 107

No. 34

No. 58

No. 25

No. 47

Dave & Ann Coxhead

Mrs Audrey Packer

Peter & Myra Davis

Mr LDE Hollingworth

Karen Pilcher

4th Prize £27

No. 40

No. 147

No. 114

No. 37

No. 88

Mr Nick Bird

Mr Grant Trichler

Alice & Lucy Matthews

Mrs Jackie Wyard

Mrs Sue Carter

Results of the 2nd draw (quarter ending 31st December 2013), held following "The Nativity" at

St Nicholas, Baulking.

1st Prize £150 No. 86 Sarah Brazier

2nd Prize £55

No. 80

No. 135

No. 185

Barbara Lloyd

Janice Sharp

Mike Wright

3rd Prize £35

No. 16

No. 104

No. 55

No. 66

No. 15

Jeremy Twynham

Roberta Jarvis

Bill & Trish Liddiard

Mrs Debbie Wallis

Mrs Elizabeth Rosser

4th Prize £27

No. 173

No. 155

No. 176

No. 10

Mark Stoneham

Nicola Cale

Silvie Gibson

Ann Kelsey
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No. 29 Pam Cale

top

News from your District Council.

This has been a very busy period with planning being the big issue at the District and budget

'cuts' at the County Council.

Planning at the District is still waiting for the county-wide report on SHMA, which will set the

housing requirements for the next 15 years for each of the districts in Oxfordshire. Early hopes

of a full report in December have been put back by Government's requirement to relate

housing to expected economic growth. We still hope for the county-wide report in January so

that the Vale can proceed to the second stage of its consultation on the new Local Plan for

VWHDC. Meanwhile speculative applications are being made by developers aware that until

we have our new Local Plan inspected and adopted the Vale planners must reflect the

requirements of the new NPPF (the national planning framework) to permit all housing that is

'sustainable' and contributes to the Vale's housing land supply, or risk losing on appeal with

costs awarded against the Council. With permissions already granted the Vale is now able to

demonstrate a 4½ year housing land supply, but has to reach a 6 year supply because we are so

far behind after years of delivering too few houses.

Currently we are expecting housing development along the A420 to reach somewhere near

2,000 new houses by 2029. Proposals known so far suggest new housing developments of about

400 in Shrivenham; 400 in Watchfield; 400 in Faringdon; and 400 in Kingston Bagpuize with

permission granted mid-December for 200 houses between Great Coxwell/Faringdon. These

houses won't all be built together, but combined with 8,000 intended for the eastern villages of

Swindon, the demand for increased infrastructure is becoming a priority. We will need schools

and road capacity and health services to cope with thousands of new residents, and I am

pressing for the developers to make proper contributions to these new requirements. We can't

demand all we would seek from the developers because they are required to deliver 40% of

their developments as 'affordable housing', which is a sensible priority.

At the County Council I have been pressing the case for attention for the A420 at every
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opportunity. It has been decided to draw up a new Local Transport Plan to take account of

housing developments not predicted when the last plan (LTP3) was adopted in 2011. I made

sure to be a member of the new working group for LTP4, and was elected to chair that group,

which ensures that the western villages are given proper attention.

The Western Vale Villages Consortium (WVVC) commissioned an independent traffic report

early in 2013, which has been demanding attention from both Swindon Borough Council and

Oxfordshire County Council. A meeting is fixed in early January between the technical experts

of both authorities to examine that report. I will be there to chair that exchange and hope to

see some agreement on the priorities before the first big planning application for 2380 houses

at South Marston goes before Swindon's planners. We are all indebted to the WVVC for timely

work which has now won serious attention.

So it's been busy and your interests are presented at every opportunity!

The County Council is facing budget reductions totalling £274m in the next 4 years, which is a

challenge not met before. The first stage reduced spend by about £214m, and I have witnessed

the work to find the additional £60m savings in the budget for next year. I am impressed by the

thorough work of the officers to find innovative ways of delivering services and with

new-found efficiency. It may well be that the County finds it will deliver more for less, which

is the challenge Government is setting all public spending.

Delivery of all County services will continue to be monitored by formalised Locality Meetings

of the County Councillors and officers for a wide area. I am to chair the Wantage and

Faringdon Locality Meeting, and at our January meeting we expect reports on the

maintenance of the roads, S.106 agreements (developer contributions), schools performance,

and attendance at day centres for the elderly, as well as Network Rail's declared plans for

electrification of the local network, especially bridges and road closures. I will let you know

how we are doing in my next report. Happy New Year to you all!

The most important event in the village will be the opening of the new shop. As I write it is

becoming a thing certain at last, so its time to celebrate a bit and appreciate the extra

ordinary service we get from Rose and David. This picture was taken at the Vale's Community

Awards lunch at end of October when they received their Award for their outstanding care and

attention for the village. They provide the 'heart' of the village; every service possible is

Courier 0114 http://uffington.net/courier 0114.htm

10 of 19 17/11/2015 16:56



delivered by them (I remember being so impressed how my mum's repeat prescriptions were

organised by the shop) and the effort they will make to get all we ask for is well known and

well used. And of course the shop is where we meet, and connect and see unexpected people

and stay in touch and life in the village would not be the same without them. So I nominated

them for a Community Award for their very special service to us all, and hope you will also

celebrate their achievement in getting this new shop planned, permitted, funded, designed,

built, and stocked (we hope!) every stage was difficult, and they have been remarkable;

resilient and determined and somehow optimistic they would make it happen. Behind the

scenes there have been more delays and challenges than any project deserves, but Rose and

David soldiered on with a little (actually a lot) of help from their friends and the building is a

triumph of commitment and courage and dogged determination I have admired and now want

to celebrate. This is a real achievement, which serves us all, and we send thanks to them for

this very special service in our village.

Best wishes for 2014. We'll have a great new shop to enjoy!

Cllr Yvonne Constance (tel: 01235 751 475)

top

St Mary's Church

What has happened since the end of September?

Sunday 13th October - Harvest Festival and Doris Shaw's 100th birthday celebration.

Donations of dried and canned foods sent to Swindon Food Bank

Saturday 2nd November - Licensing of Beryl Packer as an LLM see below

Sunday 10th November - Remembrance Sunday

Wednesday 20th November - Pub supper and Grand Draw - The Fox and Hounds.

Saturday 30th November -'Thomas Hardy's Wessex' by the Mad Hatters (organised by the

Friends of St. Mary's)

Friday 13th December - Concert for Advent by the Faringdon Singers, proceeds to 'Save the

Children' and St.Mary's.

Friday 20th December - Christingle service (with Messy Church)

Sunday 22nd December - Carol service

Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24th December - Crib Service
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Christmas Day - Family Communion.

What's happening next?

Sunday 19th January - Sunday roast lunch in Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall by The Friends of

St.Mary's

Sunday 2nd March - Sunday roast lunch in Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall by The Friends of

St.Mary's

Sunday 20th April - Easter Sunday

and don't forget .......

1st Sunday of each month - One Family service - an informal service for all ages in the church,

3rd Friday each month - Messy Church held in the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall.

You may like to know:

Rosanna has now returned to full duties as our Priest in Charge after her sabbatical during

September to December.

At a special service in Christ Church Cathedral on 2nd November, Beryl Packer was licensed by

the Bishop of Dorchester as a Licensed Lay Minister (LLM). 61 parishioners from the 4 churches

in the benefice packed into a coach to attend the service, after which a lunch for over 80

guests was held in St. Mary's.

We were greatly saddened at the death in December of the Reverend Canon Jim Payne, after a

short illness. Jim served as Curate and as the senior member of the Uffington Benefice

Ministry Team, after retiring from nearly 30 years in full-time ministry with his wife, Dorothy,

in Lagos, Nigeria. His funeral in Shellingford on 10th December was well attended.

The Friends of St. Mary's are raising funds for the complete refurbishment of the priest's room,

over the main porch, which has been lying derelict for many years. The room will be fully

insulated and heated, and could be used for small meetings. It was fully re-roofed two years

ago as a first step towards its reinstatement. Our Architect has drawn up provisional plans for

approval by the Diocesan Advisory Committee. The plan shows access to the room from the

organ loft, which will avoid the problem of resurrecting the collapsed spiral stone stairway.

From the Registers:
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Baptisms:  21st December - Maximus Steven James Koller

R.I.P:        2nd December - The Reverend Canon Jim Payne.

All Change!

The current churchwardens, secretary and treasurer will be retiring in 2014 and so are looking

out for willing souls to succeed them. This is an opportunity to become more involved in the

life of the church, to see how it works, see where your money goes and perhaps bring some

fresh ideas. Or - come and have your say by becoming a member of the PCC. Please form an

orderly queue at the Annual Parochial church Meeting - first come, first served.

Bell Ringers!

We have an active band, but our numbers are small and we are only able to ring for a Sunday

service with the help of neighbouring parish bands. Practices are held on Tuesday evenings at

7:30 pm - it's a sociable and healthy skill - come along and give it a go, or ring (on the

telephone, that is) Hugh Baxter 820014

Church cleaning and churchyard maintenance?

The duties are not onerous - contact Jo Trichler, Tel 820463 (cleaning rota) or Graham Banks,

Tel: 820379. Churchyard maintenance on the third Saturday of the month mornings, once a

month except August, December and April - bonfire specialists welcome.

Shiny brass-work or flower arrangement?

How about joining the church brass-cleaning or flower rota? Please contact Jackie Wyard on

820647

The current Parochial Church Council (PCC) comprises the Vicar, Churchwardens and the

following ordinary members: Michael Lord (Secretary), Eleanor Banks, Valerie Chapman,

Patricia Dalrymple, Simon Doyle (Treasurer), Helen Evans (Minutes secretary), Sue Jennings*,

Derek Kelsey, Beryl Packer*, Sue Saunders*, Martin Welland* and Jamie Wiltshire

*= Ministry team member

Churchwardens: Fay Forster (820363) and Carl Oberman (820230).

The Church Wardens.

top
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Messy Church

Messy Church is going well, with an average of 57 people attending each month, and enjoying

lots of crafts, a short celebration service and a sit down meal. Themes recently explored were

-'Jesus, the Light of the World'; 'Preparing for Christmas'; and in December, Christingle at St.

Mary's church.

People very kindly donate cakes, and the volunteers provide the food, which is always tasty.

Thanks to Liz Doyle and her team for serving us, and the many folk who help with setting up,

clearing up, crafts and the creche.

Our themes this term will be- January 17th -Our Families; February 21st - Zacchaeus; March

21st - Spring Festivals; April 18th - Easter.

We meet on the third Friday of each month after school, starting at 3.30pm and finishing at

5.30pm. Do come along and enjoy this informal way of learning more about Jesus and the

Bible, and make new friends, or volunteer! It is for all ages, you are never too young or too

old. You will receive a warm welcome.

Contacts:- Rev. Rosanna Martin 820633; Liz Doyle (Catering) 820436, Sue Jennings ( Lead

volunteer) 820013 or 07956534478. Email: sue-jennings@ymail.com

Sue Jennings

top

Friends of St Mary's

FUNDRAISING PROGRAMME 2014

Sunday Carvery Lunch 19th January 2014

Sunday Carvery Lunch 2rd March 2014
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Elvis Returns again 25th April 2014

For more information please contact:-

Derek Kelsey 01367 820393 or

Ray Avenell 01367 820242 or

Geoff Foster 01367 820668

Future fund raising projects:-

Restoration of the Parvis (Priests room above the south porch)

New alter frontals

top

White Horse Gardening Club

We have an exciting program planned for next year so please come and join us. All meetings

are on the first THURSDAY in the month at 7:30 pm in Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall, unless

otherwise stated. Visitors are welcome to meetings, entry £2.00

Feb. 6th. Sex, Lies and Putrefaction: there's more to pollination than just bees. Timothy

Walker from Oxford Botanic Garden returns to give us another entertaining and informative

evening. Visitors £3.

March 6th Vegetable Growing in a Small Garden. Richard Baldwin, a Lecturer at Pershore

College.

April 3rd Herbs Through the Year. Peter Gibbs from Wanborough Herb Nursery will talk about

herbs, with plants for sale.

May 17th (Saturday), 2.30 - 4.00 pm Plant Sale - Our main fund-raising event. Bring plants for

sale (on a 50:50 basis if you wish). Please support our main fund raising event.

June 5th Visit to Uffington Gardens and Allotments, followed by refreshments in Pamela

Preene's garden at Parrott House. Meet at village hall car park 6.00pm.
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July 3rd Visit to Blewbury Manor. 6.30pm. A tour by Richard Roslyn, Head Gardner. £6 per

person to include refreshments in the barn of Blewbury Manor. Car sharing, tel. 01367 820251

or parrottspreene@aol.com

Aug 7th Visit to the Garden of John Sales. The beautiful garden of former Chief Gardens

Advisor to the National Trust, at 6.00 pm Perrott's Brook, N of Cirencester GL7 7BN. Max. 30

visitors. Cost £5.00 plus £2.50 for tea, all proceeds to charity.

Car share, tel. 01367 820251 or parrottspreene@aol.com

Sep. 4th Choice Shrubs for the Garden. An illustrated talk by Paul Green of Green's Leaves,

Newent. Plants for sale.

Oct 2nd Ponds and Pond Creation. Rod d'Ayala of the Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust will

tell us how to make the best of these vital habitats in our gardens.

Nov 6th '4 Candles and 'oes': tlc for garden tools. Alan Christopher will advise us on how to

look after and get the best from our everyday gardening equipment.

Dec 4th AGM followed by 'The Vines and Wines of Brightwell Vineyard'. Carol Nielsen will talk

on the largest vineyard in Oxon. First planted in 1988, the 14 acre vineyard now grows 7 grape

varieties to produce red, white, and rose' wines that are winning awards in International

competitions. There will be wines to taste and buy.

Further details available from Pamela Preene T: 01367820251 E: parrottspreene@aol.com

top

Uffington Youth Club

Venue - Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall

7-9pm Mondays:� January 13th and 27th; February 10th and 24th; March 10th and 24th; April

14th. For 8-16 year olds. The cost per young person is only £1.50, or £3 per family.
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Every session - crafts, games, chillout zone, W11, tuck shop. All welcome.

Youth Club has settled into the small hall well, with lots of activities to enjoy, and a Christmas

party with games and dancing competitions, and food. We have been cooking and have lots of

new craft materials.

Abbie Boaler won the competition to design a new logo for Youth Club, and won a £10 WH

Smiths voucher. Jade Cook won the competition to design a new flyer for the Rules, and was

awarded a £10 gift voucher.

We are going to the panto to see 'Jack and the Beanstalk' in Swindon, travelling in the

community mini bus. We plan to go to McDonalds after. More trips will be arranged this year if

the young people are interested, to indoor bowls and Lazer Quest. We encourage the young

people to be involved in running the Club, do come and try us out.

Contact - Sue Jennings (Lead volunteer) 820013 or 07956534478.  Email:

suejennings@ymail.com

top

Uffington, Baulking and Woolstone W.I.

Our group held a flower festival table decoration demo on Saturday 7th December. when

around 23 people listened to Hazel, our demonstrator, show us her skills on making table

centre pieces. She made it look so easy and indeed her students did in fact create really nice

pieces of work which they were proudly going to put on display at Christmas. We enjoyed a

really nice hot lunch cooked by members of our W.I. and all profits from the day are going to

be given to the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall for their new table fund - this was around

£600.00.

On Tuesday evening of the 10th December we had our Christmas party. We started by watching

a viewing of 'Baulking goes to Bethlehem', a film produced by Baulking resident Joy Read last

Christmas. After this we had nibbles and puddings and we then went on to enjoy a rather

hilarious 'Beetle Drive'. Our next get together will be in the New Year on Tuesday 21st January
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when Doctor Robert Russ will talk about diabetes. All are welcome to join us.

Hope everyone had a Happy Christmas and will have a Happy New Year.

Jackie Ash. W.I. Treasurer

top

Uffington Players

Apologies to our devoted Panto lovers - sadly this year the Uffington Players won't be offering

the usual village panto.

HOWEVER there are exciting plans for future productions, and we invite you all to an OPEN

EVENING on SATURDAY MARCH 1ST 2014. Come along and see what we get up to - both on stage

and behind the scenes - there will be displays of costumes and props, plus workshops and

entertainment with and drinks and nibbles to keep you going!

Please tell your friends and come along and support this event. Sit back and enjoy or

participate as much as you want to. Who knows, you may even consider joining in the next

production. Watch out for further publicity appearing on the Players website

www.uffingtonplayers.co.uk, the Hall website www.thmh.co.uk and posters.

top

New Post Office and Stores

As you will all have noticed the new shop is well on the road to completion. The builders

finished the internal work on 20th December and hope the exterior work, access and car

parking, will be complete by the 20th of this month. The completion of the internal work has

allowed us to get on with the shop fittings which we hope to complete by the 30th of this

month. The old Post Office will close at 1pm on Tuesday 28th January and re-open on Thursday

30th January with the new shop.
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Thank you all for your support and we look forward to seeing you in the new shop. Happy New

Year to you all.

Dave Holborow

top
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