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Seasons greetings, and welcome to the Winter 2021 issue 
of Dragonfly! It feels like this has been a very busy few 
months, and I hope you’ll agree from reading this issue that 
a lot has been going on along the line of the Wilts & Berks. 
Speaking personally, I’ve joined the ranks of the workers 
for the Abingdon and East Vale work parties, and my 
waistline is certainly grateful! We’ve been busy clearing 
some of the canal bed around East Challow and also 
working to improve the towpath and associated footpaths 
along the canal line. We’ve definitely had an impact – Sue 
Seymour, who kindly donated a large pile of wood chips to 
stabilise the footpath surface in East Challow, sent me a 
screenshot showing a stream of praise for our efforts from 
fellow Facebookers! We also had a very successful Open 
Day in East Challow to focus on goingson at the eastern 
end of the canal. It was great to put more faces to names 
and to see the enthusiasm of so many on my local patch. 
Outgoing branch chair Peter Scatchard is to be 
congratulated for organising the event, and for the rude 
health in which he leaves the branch.

Those who enjoy walking along and around the canal will 
no doubt be interested to read Dave Maloney’s account of 
the state of the towpath and prospects for further 
improvements. There has been more fundraising success 
for the Trust, and work at the Peterborough Arms continues 
apace. We’ve also got news of the returning Melksham 

Food and River Festival, where the Trust’s boat trips were 
as popular as ever, and it’s great to see that the Santa 
Trips at Wichelstowe are back with a vengeance and 
booking up extremely fast!

I almost managed to get to the end without mentioning the 
pandemic – but it still hasn’t completely gone away. I’m 
now booked in for my booster shot, and looking forward to 
singing in public with my choir in December, for the first 
time in almost 2 years. Trust activities are also getting back 
to normal, if not completely in prepandemic mode – the 
signin sheet at the East End Open Day was a sign of the 
times. However, it is great to see the resilience of so many 
within the Trust, who have managed to keep things going 
under such difficult circumstances – I truly hope we won’t 
see such trying times again!

As always, if you have ideas or content for a future issue of 
Dragonfly, or you would like to share your thoughts on this 
issue, please contact me at editor@wbct.org.uk – we 
always welcome new voices. I’m particularly grateful to an 
eagleeyed reader who noticed that the Trust’s hardearned 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, awarded in 2012, 
was no longer highlighted in Dragonfly – that omission has 
now been rectified. I’ll finish by wishing everyone a happy 
and festive holiday season and all the very best for 2022!

Robin Dunford
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Chairman's ramblings

Fundraising generates the life blood of our charitable Trust, 
money. Without fundraising and the money it delivers, from 
many sources, the Trust would quickly wither and perish.

Let’s start by putting our Trust’s needs in context. In 2019, 
charities in the UK raised £56,000,000,000: that’s right, 56 
billion pounds sterling. Our project for the restoration of 112 
km of the canal could cost £500M. Basic arithmetic shows 
that is less than 0.09% of one year’s UK charity 
fundraising. Spread over 15 years, the percentage falls to 
0.006% each year.

The message I want to get across is that numbers like a 
£500M restoration cost, which befuddle the brain by their 
magnitude, look much less daunting when you know the 
fundraising landscape.

That is not to say that winning our tiny share of this funding 
is easy. It’s not easy at all. Traditionally, the Trust has 
raised funds from its many generous members and 
national funding bodies like the Heritage Lottery fund, the 
Garfield Weston foundation and the Underwood trust. 
These bodies have done brilliant work in keeping our Trust 
solvent and in existence.

But now we want to do much more. We want to get Back to 
Business, and we need project and support cost funding on 
a very different scale. We have made some key decisions 
on how to do this.

First, we have appointed an external fundraising 
consultancy called Marsha Miles Consultancy (MMC) to do 
the heavy lifting of identifying appropriate sources of 

funding and writing winning bids. It has been successful in 
raising core funding to help cover our ongoing costs of 
staying in business, about £120,000 a year. It has raised 
funds for modest projects in the £5,000 to £15,000 range 
for our Branches.

MMC is now moving on to major project funding exercises 
in land purchases and restoration. It has an encyclopaedic 
database of all the 8,000 grantfunding bodies in Britain 
and the tools to ensure that it only targets likely sources of 
funds. Its work is monitored in fortnightly video meetings 
and monthly reports.

Second, we have started work on a payroll giving 
programme, where the employees of companies will agree 
to a regular deduction from their pay to be sent to the Trust, 
which they can do without incurring income tax. We have 
many friends in local companies who volunteer for work 
parties, and we are hopeful that this will prove attractive to 
them and their peers at work. This approach has not been 
tried before, and will be tuned carefully to maximise its 
success.

Third, we are working on a legacy programme, in which 
people who wish the Trust well would make provisions in 
their wills for the Trust to be a beneficiary. We already 
receive legacies from time to time, and we know there is 
widespread goodwill towards the Trust and its work. This 
programme will tap into that hardearned reservoir of 
community positivity.

Gordon Olson, CEO, WBCT

My thanks to Royal Wootton Bassett Branch for hosting 
this year’s Annual General Meeting. It was lovely to see so 
many people at the RWB Memorial Hall on the day, rather 
than being online. Although I didn’t manage to escape the 
Hall for a walk along the canal, I know that everyone 
enjoyed their visit and admired the restoration work already 
completed. A good look also at what we need to do to 
achieve our aim of a fully restored navigable waterway 
between RWB and Swindon. This is one of the Trust’s key 
objectives and hence the subject of much attention by the 
Executive team.

At the AGM, our longserving trustee Colin Fletcher stood 
down, and I was honoured to present him with a parting gift 
of one of Marilyn Trew’s artistic masterpieces. Since then, 
we have presented Colin with life membership of the Trust 
as a mark of our gratitude.

At the postAGM Trustee’s meeting, yours truly volunteered 
to stay on board as Chairman and also Treasurer. 
However, I cannot continue to hold both roles in the long/
medium term. So, for a start, if anyone feels they have the 
acumen to hold the Trustee/Treasurer role, I would be 
delighted to hear from them and provide the role 
specification.

Steve Bacon kindly agreed to continue as Company 
Secretary. We therefore currently have a quorate number 
of trustees and continue to seek those who can add 
additional skills to our Board. I should have good news on 
that front for the next Dragonfly.

On the bad news front, we held a moment of silence at the 
AGM in memory of Kath Hatton, erstwhile Vice Chair and 
Fundraising Director, who sadly passed away at the end of 
August. Her sons asked that donations be made in her 
memory to the Trust, for which we are duly grateful; the 
sum raised was near £300. More about Kath separately.

There were various questions for the Open Forum. I was 
reminded that, at the last AGM, a request had been made 
for the accounts to be presented in a different (and 
hopefully clearer) format. This is something I will explore 
next year (or will pass onto my replacement). Secondly, 
there was a comment about communications to the 
Peterborough Loan Note Holders. Whilst there have been 
articles in Dragonfly about the continuing physical work at 
the Peterborough Arms, I have to admit that our 
communications to the lenders who so kindly put money 
forward to enable us to purchase the pub have been rather 
lacking up to now. This will be corrected, not withstanding 
our current phased letter to lenders asking whether they 
would be prepared to convert loans into donations, which 
was prompted by several requests to us.

Since the AGM, we have been saddened to learn of the 
deaths of Alan Lank, whose obituary appears elsewhere in 
this issue, and Doug Harris, longstanding member and 
Work Party Organiser of Melksham, Calne and 
Chippenham Branch and member of the Council of 
Management (the predecessor of the Board of Trustees). 
Doug is also remembered in this issue of Dragonfly.

Work continues on the development of our major projects, 
i.e., Melksham and Swindon–Royal Wootton Bassett. 
Abingdon and East Vale Branch have held an Open 
Meeting and AGM that was well attended, including by a 
few of our local councillors. I welcome Richard Shackleton 
as newly elected Branch Chair, with Peter Scatchard taking 
up the new reins of the Vale Strategy Team. I can also 
congratulate Rod Hacker on his retirement as Swindon 
Branch Chair and welcome his replacement, Rob Whittle.

Finally, on behalf of myself and the Board of Trustees, may 
I wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year.

Brian Stovold, Chairman, WBCT

Message from the Chief Executive
Fundraising at the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust



Yes, we’re still busy here in West Vale – although, as usual, 
we seem to do anything except canal restoration. You will 
remember that the Trust was awarded a grant from the IWA 
‘Waterways in Progress’ to improve the Pocket Park in 
Shrivenham. The project was codenamed Project Heron, 
and the Park was renamed Shrivenham Canalside Park. 
Well, work continues apace, so there is much to report.

The area of tall grass and weeds around the Park Copse 
has now been cut and the wild flower meadows mowed; 
the cuttings were left for a while to allow the seeds to fall 
and then it was all raked up and composted, or used in the 
bug hotels, natural barriers, etc.

Talking of compost, we are installing a new composting 
‘ecotoilet’ within the Park site compound now that it’s more 
secure; we do need to provide proper onsite facilities, not 
just for us, but for our visiting volunteer teams from local 
companies, and we like to provide clean, comprehensive, 
welcoming facilities. Despite the pandemic, we have had 
several company teams of volunteers to help us this 
summer; we very much welcome their help, so try to 
encourage them by doing all we can to make it an 
enjoyable ‘fun day’ out of the office.

Our new workcompound fence is finished; it was a big job, 
but luckily we have a good younger volunteer workforce 
here now. It still took a long time! Even the gates are done, 
a small pedestrian and a double vehicle gate. We have 
decided not to get another container; with overhead high
voltage cables nearby, we have been advised that there is 
insufficient space, so we hope to install a smaller garage 
instead – does anyone have a concrete sectional garage 
that you could donate, please? We will dismantle and 
remove! Gloucester University art students are coming to 
paint colourful murals on our remaining site containers – 
that will brighten up the place a bit!

The Park sits at the centre of the Shrivenham Circular 
Walk, which was constructed/enlarged as part of the 
millennium celebrations and, in turn, links into all the local 
rights of way – an ideal starting place to explore the village, 
the canal and the surrounding countryside. Easy to find 
central car parking: please come and take a look!

And when you arrive you can sit in comfort – five benches 
are already in place in the Park, with another very posh 
one ready to be installed. We are in the process of making 
interpretation panels, information notices, fingerposts, way 
markers, etc., that will be sited at strategic spots around the 
Park and along the canal. The main notice board is by the 
car park and is known as the ‘Bus Stop’ (we have silly 
names for lots of things here – our biggest site container is 
known as ‘the Cupboard’ and the site toilet as the 
‘Hospitality Suite’). It will have welcoming information about 
the canal, towpath walks, maps, etc., and the wildlife that 
you can expect to encounter. Combined with it, we are to 
install a proper park bench, and, as it faces the canal, it will 
be like sitting in a shelter on the prom!

As part of encouraging local people, especially families, 
schools, scouts, etc., to become more involved with 
improving the natural environment of the Park and the 
canal, we are inviting everyone to come to help us plant 
three packs of trees and shrubs in late November/early 
December; they have been donated to us by the Woodland 
Trust. Would you like to come and help?

Further work planned for the winter includes clearance of 
the canalside field at the eastern end to provide space for a 
picnic and play area, and work to increase the width of the 
brook and boggy area for wildlife. Also, work will begin to 
improve access and interest by adding more pathways and 
two bridges as viewing platforms, and we need to clear 
debris and silt from the ditch network at the northern 
boundary; the eventual plan here is to construct a weir at 
the eastern end so that winter water can be retained to 
make it into a long thin pond! All low priority jobs!

Now a bit actually about canal restoration – high priority 
jobs! The planned rewatering of the section within the 
Canalside Park is set to go ahead, the water level is finally 
settled and the design of the pump and solar panel system 
has been agreed and hopefully will be ordered soon. It’s 
not the best time of year to start the actual construction, but 
is a good time to begin the groundwork, scrub and site 
clearance and preparation, so our winter work parties will 
be kept busy.

So, if you like ‘muddy boots volunteering,’ this is your 
chance!

Also, this means that we now need to dredge and clear 
weeds from the canal within the Park in order to achieve 
the original depth of water. We had intended to do some 
more digging this summer when the canal was dry (but our 
workforce was busy elsewhere), to check on the original 
clay lining over the top of the old syphonic culvert under the 
canal within the Park; now, because of the heavy rain 
lately, this will probably have to wait until the spring.

Alan Norris, West Vale Branch work party 
organiser

West Vale branch report
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The compound fence is now complete at Shrivenham 
Canalside Park.  Credit: Ian Skerry

One of the new benches, overlooking the canal.  
Credit: Ian Skerry

One of the new benches, in the meadow area.  Credit: 
Ian Skerry
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Jon Coates, the Trust’s new Chief Engineer, had been 
visiting MCC branch regularly, as we showed him the 
various projects gathering pace on site and, although we 
had an old caravan we used as a mini welfare unit, he 
decided we needed one to meet industry standards. Within 
a few weeks, Marsha Miles, the Trust’s fundraisers, had 
secured us a grant from the National Lottery to buy such a 
unit. Ray had spotted one on Gum Tree, the classified ads 
site. “It looks too good to be true,” I said to Ray as we 
viewed sale photographs of a 28’ welfare unit with flush 
toilet, washroom, crew room with sink and a generator 
room! It looking too good to be true, we drove to South 
Wales to take a look, and it turned out to be the bargain 
advertised. Some weeks later, it’s on site at Pewsham, and 
we are investigating solar power and rainwater harvesting 
systems – never a dull moment at MCC branch!

Our project work at Pewsham Locks continues, with work 
on restoring the dry dock walls and post pads progressing 
well. We recently received the architect’s drawings for the 
dry dock structure and will be pricing timber up soon, 
consciously aware that prices have increased considerably 
over the last few months. We do have a buffer though, 
insomuch that Marsha Miles worked their magic again and 
secured us £15,000 from the Wiltshire Community Fund for 
the Dry Dock Project. This, along with funds raised locally 
and those allocated to the project already, should help us 
obtain the materials we need. Despite extensive searches 
of documents held by the Wiltshire History Centre, at the 
time of writing we can find no actual evidence of the 
construction of the dry dock, but evidence we have found 
shows it was built after the initial construction of the canal. 
Through these documents we have also confirmed that oak 
was used extensively for construction along the line so, at 
this moment, we are going to assume the main structure 
was indeed of oak.

We have 1.2 km of canal in water at Pewsham, and 
keeping it navigable takes some effort despite having 
Boswell, our work boat, plough up and down whenever 
possible. Reeds and weeds need to be kept at bay, and 
annual reed pulling has recently been completed. There 
appeared to be fewer reeds this year, so maybe our 
tenacity is paying off – hang on in there, RWB volunteers, 
you may have similar luck! Vegetation removal work on the 
offside bank continues; overhanging vegetation has 
encroached onto the waterway by 2 m in some places.

Our work on phase 1 of a Habitat Management Plan to 
clear a new section of towpath on the Pudding Brook 
section is coming along far better than anticipated. Due to 
the number of trees in this section, the tree canopies have 
supressed vegetation such as brambles, weeds and grass. 

We are clearing the minimum number of trees needed to 
make the path a correct width and safe to walk on. In a lot 
of places, the path has collapsed, so we intend to take 
measurements from the offside bank in an attempt to follow 
the correct line of the towpath. Extensive hedgerow work is 
required on this section, and we are delighted to welcome 
volunteer Howard Yardy, who has years of experience in 
hedge laying and is keen to be involved in this project.

To help us with our maintenance work, we are grateful to 
the Chippenham Borough Lands Charity, who kindly gave 
us a grant to purchase new equipment and have volunteers 
formally trained in its use. These trained volunteers will 
induct other volunteers in safe use of equipment. This new 
equipment includes our first batterypowered chainsaw, 
lightweight and quiet: it’s a joy to use, by those qualified to 
operate it!

Off the work sites, our volunteers have been working 
closely with Jon Coates reviewing and upgrading the health 
and safety (H&S) paperwork and Work Party Organisers’ 
Handbook and adding to our RAMS (Risk Assessment & 
Method Statements). Although paperwork is not everyone’s 
cup of tea, these documents are important to keep our 
volunteers safe and, by the time you read this, we will have 
shared them with other branches. We also welcome Judith 
Brown, a professional H&S Advisor, who joins the branch 
as our H&S Officer.

Locally, there are two proposed roads that will come close 
to and/or cross the canal line in Chippenham and 
Melksham. As branch chair, I have been working with the 
land team and had meetings with Wiltshire Council and 
their agents to ensure the canal line is not detrimentally 
affected by these proposals and that we gain positively 
from these proposed routes, either by better access or an 
increase in pathways/cycle ways running to and from the 
canal line.

A very successful quiz was held in Chippenham Neeld Hall 
on Friday 27 October and, although we started to produce 
posters, they were not needed, as almost all of the teams 
who had attended previous quiz nights responded 
positively. Twentyseven teams turned up and had a great 
night: money was also raised for the Trust.

Volunteers supported the Melksham Food & River Festival 
in September by running many boat trips on the River Avon 
over the festival weekend and manning a WBCT gazebo in 
the main arena. Both The Mary Archard and Damselfly 
were in attendance on both days. The Events Team are 
planning for 2022 and are always in need of volunteers to 
help both at committee level and on event days.

If you would like to be involved with the successful and 
rewarding work being achieved by MCC volunteers, please 
do get in touch.

Dave Maloney, Chair, MCC and F&L Branches

News from Melksham, Chippenham and Calne 
Branch, incorporating Foxham & Lyneham 
Branch

Work to restore the towpath at Pudding Brook.  
Credit: Dave Maloney

Our new welfare unit  not too good to be true!  
Credit: Dave Maloney



Pewsham Locks project boosted by £15,000 
grant
The restoration of an important stretch of the Wilts & Berks 
Canal has received a major boost. Pewsham Locks once 
lifted narrowboats on their journey from Melksham to 
Chippenham. The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust has already 
restored the towpath, waiting wharf and spill weir, together 
with a mile of waterway. Now the Trust hopes to restore the 
adjacent dry dock as well, thanks to a £15,000 grant from 
Wiltshire Community Foundation. The aim is to create a 
sheltered outdoor classroom where schoolchildren and 
other visitors can discover how the canal was built and 
learn some of the traditional construction techniques.

Pewsham Locks was a busy site during the nineteenth 
century, with a lockkeeper’s cottage, carpenter’s 
workshop, saw pit, forge, brickworks and limekilns. The dry 
dock – in the pound that stored water between the middle 
and bottom locks – was used for boat repairs and the 
cleaning and painting of their hulls. Boats were pulled in 
and then the water was drained through an underground 
channel so that the vessel rested on a brick floor.

Excavations revealed pieces of pitch that had dropped off 
hulls during repairs, together with nails and other items, as 
well as slate tiles, indicating the dock had a tiled roof. The 
foundations are still visible today and have been stabilised 
by volunteers, who are now rebuilding the low walls.

Dave Maloney is the chairman of Melksham, Chippenham 
& Calne branch. He said “We are sincerely grateful to 
Wiltshire Community Foundation for their very generous 

grant, which will help us to breathe new life into an 
important part of our industrial heritage. The extra funding 
means we can complete the rebuilding of the dry dock by 
adding a roof of authentic Welsh slate supported by 
wooden posts. Together with the wider restoration of the 
Pewsham Locks site, visitors will soon have a much clearer 
understanding of how it once looked and will hopefully be 
inspired to learn more about the fascinating history of this 
wonderful waterway.”

Fiona Oliver, Wiltshire Community Foundation joint chief 
executive, said “We are delighted to be able to support the 
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust with this important restoration 
work through a grant from our specific fund for heritage and 
conservation projects. Once complete, the new dry dock 
will provide a brilliant new educational resource for visitors 
to learn more about the rich history of the area. We look 
forward to hearing how it progresses.”

Dave was interviewed by BBC Wiltshire, and the grant was 
also featured by Heart FM, in national waterways 
magazines Waterways World, Towpath Talk and The 
Tillergraph, and in the Chippenham Gazette & Herald and 
Melksham News.

Justin Guy

6 Dragonfly | Winter 2021 

Picture: Dave Maloney (centre right) inside the dry 
dock with fellow volunteers Basil Raddy, Ray Canter 
and Roger Noyce.  Credit: Justin Guy
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It’s been a funny old year or two but, despite that, the 
Swindon Branch is doing quite well. Certainly, activities are 
picking up, more active volunteers are turning up and we 
even have money in the bank. So, some good news to 
report in this edition.

Viv Dipper took on the role of Treasurer a few months ago, 
while Henry Sullivan has returned to the Trust 20 years 
after labouring on the original Westleaze restoration to 
become a new work party organiser. He is getting stuck 
into some repair and restoration projects, while the ‘Sunday 
gang’ led by Oliver continues with the usual maintenance.

PeggySue Ford and Chloe are organising our local 
fundraising activities. The first event was a modestly 
attended 5mile walk along the canal route from 
Covingham to Wichelstowe. The planning was problematic 
because our originally planned starting point further east 
became virtually inaccessible due to major emergency 
roadworks. It all worked out well in the end, and still raised 
a decent sum of money. It’s the first time we have done 
anything like that for years, so we were all pleased with the 
results. By the time this edition hits your inbox or doormat, 
we will also have had our own quiz night. Lots of exciting 
events are planned for 2022, so do come and join us for 
some more fun times!

At last it seems that the end of the saga of the leaky canal 
at East Wichel is in sight. A major leak has been identified 
and is being fixed as I write. I expect that the last section 
along to the lock will be tested thereafter and, if all is well, 
we should see it restored to how it is supposed to be. Of 
course, we really want it to be joined to the Canalside 
length as soon as possible. If the housing market holds up, 
we might see construction work starting in a couple of 
years’ time.

The fact is that there are over 11 km of canal to restore and 
maintain on land owned by Swindon Borough Council; we 
need their help and cooperation. Fortunately, our relations 
with the council have improved so that, only last October, 
we had a very positive meeting with the Leader of the 
Council David Renard and chief executive Susie Kemp at 
which some of our major problems were discussed.

Progress on getting a new maintenance compound is 
slower than I had hoped, but we should have a shiny ‘new’ 
storage container to place there. Some months back, an 
errant driver crashed into our only decent one, moving it 
about 3 m along and somewhat higher onto a heap of clay 
(I dread to think what happened to the car). His insurers 
have written it off, and we wait for the new one to arrive. I 
give it 2 weeks before the graffiti artists get to it.

We have many members with a keen interest in the history 
of the canal, some of whom have collected old records and 
stories; I am not convinced that we are doing all we can to 
avoid losing those records all over again. This was brought 
to mind when we took a small display to the town’s 
Heritage Day event and a predecessor of mine, Roy 
Cartwright, who used to work for the Swindon Advertiser, 
produced a folder with all the newspaper cuttings about the 
canal in the history of the “Adver” since the 1850s. There 
are said to be other copies somewhere in the Trust; does 
anyone know where?

Members who attended our branch AGM in November 
voted in Rob Whittle as our new chairman. The other 
branch officers continued in their roles. We needed a 
change after seven years of me in the chairman’s role. It 
has been an enjoyable time, but I am pleased to be able to 
concentrate more now on my other roles in the Trust. Rob 
and the branch committee will get all of my support and 
best wishes for continued success. I am greatly 
encouraged by all the positive signs around our projects, 
and look forward to seeing progress.

Rod Hacker, outgoing Chair, Swindon Branch

It is our sad duty to inform readers of the death of MCC Branch officer and long
time Trust member Alan Lank, who died in the early hours of Friday 24 
September, having been admitted to hospital the previous day. Alan had been ill 
for some time.

Alan gave his time wholeheartedly to the Wilts & Berks Canal, both as an 
enthusiastic work party member and an effective branch officer. He was 
extremely knowledgeable about the canal and its history, and gave many talks 
about it locally, raising awareness but also raising money for the Trust. In 
addition, Alan was Chair of the Branch Events Committee and headed the team 
that marshalled local racing events – another great fundraiser for the Trust.

Alan was one of those people whom everyone seemed instinctively to like. He 
was always smiling and positive, even when he was subtly telling you that you’d 
somehow done something wrong or could do something in a better way. His 
cheerfulness and positivity never left him, even as his illness progressed and, 
almost to the very last, he was still reporting on branch events and organising the 
race marshalling team. The Trust will miss him greatly.

In this difficult time, our thoughts are with his wife Suzanne, his children and 
family.

Alan Lank – Obituary

Replacement of the clay lining up against the drainage 
culvert under the canal at East Wichel where the leak 
was found.  Credit: Rod Hacker
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One of the objectives listed in the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
Memorandum of Association is to promote the construction, 
restoration and maintenance of a navigable waterway 
which, of course, is what all Trust members aspire to. It 
takes time, money and a huge amount of effort from 
volunteers before we see a navigable waterway, but the 
very first element of such work is the restoration and 
opening of the towing path.

For many years, the WBCT has aimed to open a long
distance path from Semington on the Kennet & Avon Canal 
to the River Thames at Abingdon. In 2013, Tim Pyatt 
organised a “Towpath Challenge” along the 52 miles of 
main line, and many people walked it with him. During the 
planning stage, he met with a number of negative 
responses from landowners when asking for access to walk 
the canal line. Therein lies a major problem for us with 
regards to restoration of the canal line and towpath. We 
understand that landowners want to get the best from their 
land/investment, but not all of them understand how 
reinstatement of the Wilts & Berks Canal can improve their 
land, including, but not limited to, improved drainage, 
increased biodiversity, benefiting the local community by 
giving easy access to a flat, unobstructed route in the 
countryside, which helps with physical and mental 
wellbeing, and possible financial benefits via grants and 
increased public access to services that the landowner 
offers. There are a number of sections of towpath that 
cannot be accessed due to an impasse with landowners 
but, rest assured, local branch officials, the Trust Land 
Team and local interested parties are working hard to 
overcome them.

We do have successes though. Ten years ago, we were 
told categorically that a particular landowner would not 
grant access for restoration. However, through a trickle 
feed of information and sharing local successes/
achievements, a lease was recently granted on a 660m 

stretch of canal line on the outskirts of Chippenham that is 
currently being cleared, following a Habitat Management 
Plan compiled for us by Ellendale Environmental.

These Habitat Management Plans are vital to our 
restoration of the towpath – gone are the days of scrub
bashing weeks and mammoth bonfires that could clear 
hundreds of metres of towpath in a week. We are much 
more aware now of the need for biodiversity and the net 
gain effect that ensures habitat is not lost, but improved 
and extended. The Environment Agency would prefer that 
we don’t burn scrub but instead lie it at the bottom of 
hedgerows to create habitats. Whilst we are happy to 
encourage such suggestions, a hedgerow can only 
accommodate so much dead material, so what is to be 
done with it? Chipping is an option, to provide woodchip for 
future maintenance, but where do you store it and what 
cost are chippers? Bug hotels are another useful method of 
disposing of scrub.

Whilst we consider such issues, Howard Yardy, a volunteer 
who had a smallholding in Wales for many years, has 
recently introduced us to “dedging”. This technique creates 
a temporary hedge using stakes made from scrub bashing 
to form a rectangle or square, and the scrub that has been 
“bashed” is then placed into the created shape to form an 
instant hedge which, when rotted down, creates a good 
foundation of planting material for new trees and bushes. 
What a great way of getting rid of scrub!

There are currently 8.5 miles of accessible towpath along 
the route of the Wilts & Berks Canal; these towpaths may 

Accessible towpaths on the Wilts & Berks

A completed stretch of towpath. 
Credit: Robin Dunford

The Towpath Challenge approaching Chaddington 
Lock in 2013.  Credit: Robin Dunford

A completed "dedge".  Credit: Dave Maloney
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take you alongside fully restored canal line, or simply a 
walk through a field. With some, you will walk along the line 
of a towpath that has long been built on but will still be of 
historical interest. Follow the Abingdon Walk, and you will 
take a public footpath through someone’s back garden; will 
they have refreshments for sale on the day of your walk?

Some paths are public footpaths and, where the Trust 
owns or leases the land, these are permissive footpaths – 
meaning we can close them for maintenance without prior 
notice. We do, of course, give as much notice as possible, 
though, if we need to do this. One section is under private 
ownership but the landowner is happy, at the time of 
writing, for the public to access this land.

We aim to make our towpaths as accessible as possible 
and, in some areas, this is easily done. In others, funding, 
more volunteers and sometimes goodwill of local 
landowners are needed to make this happen.

The surfaces of our towpaths vary considerably, from a flat 
metallic towpath, that was a Sustrans cycleway, along the 
Pewsham canal line, to a sloping grass track along the 
Green Lane Farm stretch. Other sections can get muddy 
and waterlogged in the winter months but, rest assured, 
volunteers are working hard to improve towpaths that are in 
this state and would welcome new volunteers to help.

Sometimes, extensive works are needed to ensure the 
towpath is stable and ready to be raised where it has fallen 
below the level of the canal line, as happened on a section 
at Pewsham.

Maintenance of our towpaths also includes the hedgerows 
and trees that sometimes line them. In recent months, 
volunteers have been carrying out basic tree surveys that 
are helping us to determine the areas in which we might 
need professional advice/assistance. Care is also now 
taken not to fully remove those annoying brambles but 
simply to cut them back, as they of course offer food to 
birds and humans. Ivy is dangerous to our trees, as it 
makes them top heavy, but the nectar of ivy flowers is 
sought after by some bees and butterflies, so we are 
leaving sacrificial bushes and small trees where they are 
available.

Where new towpaths are being planned or created, we 
endeavour to incorporate room for cyclists and walkers. Not 
every cyclist wants to maintain what walkers would deem a 
sensible speed so, as part of the planning process, we 
consider how to slow cyclists down a little without reducing 
the enjoyment of a ride in the countryside. Where towpaths 
could become part of the National Cycleway Network, we 
work with Sustrans in the hope of obtaining a hard, durable 
surface for our towpaths. Destination Lacock is a project to 
open a safe route between Melksham and the National 
Trust village of Lacock, not only to cyclists and walkers but 
also to horse riders and, in this case, we work closely with 

the British Horse Society and County Bridleways 
Associations to ensure the correct width where riders, 
walkers and cyclists share the path. Our ultimate aim is to 
keep the bridlepath on the off side wherever possible.

Where paths are being restored or created, there is 
inevitably hedgerow work to be done, and this is very 
relevant at Green Lane Farm, where the hedgerow was 
severely depleted. Thanks to volunteers led by Fiona 
Rivers, this hedgerow is being restored by coppicing, the 
practice of cutting trees and bushes almost to the ground, 
leaving no stems behind, and allowing the cut stumps 
(stools) to regrow. Laying is also used; this is the practice 
of cutting stems at the base, but not right the way through, 
so a hinge of living wood is left. The partially cut stems 
(pleachers) are then bent over close to the ground to form 
a living stockproof barrier. Regrowth occurs from the base 
of the bush. These techniques, as well as replanting using 
trees and bushes donated by the Woodland Trust and local 
volunteers such as Scouts and Guides, are helping to 
revitalise the hedgerows and increase habitat along 
sections that were pretty barren and windswept.

Details of each towpath section, its condition and how to 
access it would too much for this article, but details can be 
found at https://www.wbct.org.uk/walkleaflets.

Melksham, Chippenham and Calne Branch volunteers 
have being creating walk leaflets that incorporate the canal 
towpath with local public footpaths in some cases, making 
short or long circular walks. If volunteers from other 
branches want to use local knowledge to produce local 
walk leaflets, please get in touch with me.

If you do not have internet access, please send me an SAE 
(details below) and advise which area you require walk 
leaflets for.

I am grateful to Martin Stubbs for his brilliant interactive 
map (https://www.wbct.org.uk/enjoydiscover/interactive
map) and to Alan Norris, Brian and Sandy Wright, Chris 
Barry and Jon Miles for help in preparing this article. 
Thanks also to all the volunteers who repair, restore and 
maintain our towpaths.

Locations of towpath sections mentioned

Pewsham towpath access: grid ref. ST 93689 71073. 
what3words: search.limes.gent

Green Lane Farm access: grid ref. ST 94606 71673. 
what3words: difficult.lashed.deflated

Dave Maloney, Executive Member for 
Sustainability & Usage 
(c/o WBCT, DLCCC, Dauntsey Lock SN15 4HD)

Initial stages of towpath construction.  
Credit: Dave Maloney

A newly laid stretch of hedge.  Credit: Dave Maloney

https://www.wbct.org.uk/enjoy-discover/interactive-map
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Delight at popularity of festival boat trips
Hundreds of people enjoyed boat trips along the River 
Avon during this year’s Melksham Food & River Festival. 
The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust offered journeys aboard The 
Mary Archard and Damselfly throughout the event, which 
took place over the first weekend of September. 
Passengers could charter their own private trip on the 
Friday or share the experience with others on the Saturday 
and Sunday.

More than 40 journeys took place, carrying more than 300 
people of all ages, and more than £1,100 was raised 
towards the restoration of the former waterway. The boat 
trips were organised by Melksham, Chippenham & Calne 
Branch.

Spokesperson John Goring said: “We would like to thank 
everyone involved in the festival for making it such a huge 
success. A few years ago we offered just 20 boat trips, but 
this year we provided 42, and we continued operating later 
than expected because we didn’t want to disappoint the 
crowds. We carried a total of 330 passengers.”

“Everyone said they really enjoyed the experience and they 
were amazed by the completely different view of their town. 
It also provided an opportunity for us to explain how the 
proposed Melksham Link would use the river to connect 
the Kennet & Avon Canal near Semington with the historic 
line of the Wilts & Berks Canal towards Lacock.”

“We hope people went away with a greater appreciation of 
the river and its natural beauty, and the important part it 
could play in bringing the Wilts & Berks back to life. We 
also hope they were inspired to join our campaign – we 
were delighted to sign up several new supporters 
throughout the event.”

The boat trips were featured by the Wiltshire Times and the 
Melksham News.

Justin Guy

• Congratulations to everyone involved in the Bridge 46 
to Five Locks Facebook group and others who have 
been campaigning for the reopening of the last section 
of the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal. The section 
was officially reopened on 4 October, and 22 boats 
took advantage of the reopening in the first three 
weeks to travel down to Five Locks in Cwmbran (https://
www.facebook.com/groups/300610041238752/).

• Also in Wales, over £20 million in funding has been 
received from the UK Government’s Levelling Up Fund 
to restore a fourmile stretch of the Montgomery Canal, 
including dredging and the replacement of two bridges, 
and to deliver visitor improvements on the Llangollen 
Canal (https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsandviews/
news/welshcanalstoreceiveovergbp20millionfrom
ukgovernment).

• The Wey & Arun Canal Trust has added another trip 
boat to their fleet. The newly refurbished boat can 
accommodate up to seven passengers or five 

wheelchair users, and it was officially named the Walter 
Grove at a special ceremony on 23 October (https://
weyarun.org.uk/content/newwheelyboatnamed
waltergrove).

• If you missed the 2021 Waterways Restoration 
Conference (and you had the perfect excuse, as it 
clashed with the WBCT AGM!), organised by the Canal 
& River Trust in partnership with the Inland Waterways 
Association, you can catch up with a recording via 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=cNQCEJOfS0I).

• I don’t normally mention the Wilts & Berks in this 
context, but a long and positive article by Martin 
Ludgate on the efforts of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust 
over the last decade has appeared in the December 
2021 issue of Canal Boat magazine (available to 
subscribers; https://www.canalboat.co.uk).

Elsewhere in canal restoration

Picture: The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust’s Damselfly at 
the Melksham Food & River Festival.  
Credit: Howard Wilson

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/news/welsh-canals-to-receive-over-gbp20-million-from-uk-government
https://weyarun.org.uk/content/new-wheelyboat-named-walter-grove
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNQCEJOfS0I
https://www.canalboat.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300610041238752/
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On Monday 4 October, Alistair from Allstar Construction 
came on site with his operatives to help with a couple of 
jobs. Fiona and Ian went up in the cage of the telehandler 

to put a new flat roof on the office window and repair or 
replace quite a few slates on the back roof. It is very 

difficult to access even with scaffolding due to the many 
extensions that have been added over the years. The roof 
should now be watertight all over – this was the last bit of 
roof to be improved. They also helped with a job indoors so 
a very productive day – thank you Alistair!

With that done, and the last of the guttering replaced, most 
of the outside work is finished, just in time for the weather 
to deteriorate. Just the woodshed frame and door to do.

Bedroom one is progressing. There is a new ceiling in the 
en suite, now the electrics have been sorted and most of 
the room has new skirting. Paper stripping is in progress. 
Plenty to keep us busy indoors now its getting colder.

The top loft has had a second layer of insulation and a few 
boards screwed down to access vital areas. The other roof 
space above the manager’s flat is next, now the roof has 
been repaired. It needs a tidy up, vacuum all over and new 
insulation. Not a pleasant job in a confined space, but it 
has to be done!

Fiona Rivers, refurbishment team lead

The latest from the Peterborough Arms

It was with much sadness that I learnt of the death of past 
WBCT ViceChair and Fundraising Director Kath Hatton at 
the end of August. Kath was a muchrespected member of 
the Council of Management (COM; the precursor to the 
Board of Trustees) throughout the last decade and I, for 
one, really appreciated the tireless way she approached 
the roles she undertook.

The first mention I could find of Kath in Trust business was 
in Dragonfly 117 (Summer 2010), where John Laverick 
(Chair at the time) welcomed her as our new Fundraising 
Director, but mentioned that she was already doing sterling 
work in raising funds for MCC Branch. She agreed to widen 
her scope to include fundraising for the Trust and to co
ordinate the fundraising efforts around the branches. Little 
did she know, I suspect, how her involvement with the Trust 
was going to develop. The 2010 AGM was held in East 
Challow, and there it was that Kath officially became a 
member of the COM.

Kath’s fundraising projects included the return of the 
Annual Raffle and the Land Acquisition Fund. By the 2011 
AGM, Kath had taken on the ViceChair role, a position she 
held until 2016.

There are various photos of Kath in Dragonfly, but one of 
my favourites is that on the Autumn 2012 Dragonfly 
showing her, for the WBCT, being presented with the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service by Mrs Sarah 

Troughton, Lord Lieutenant. However, in that edition is the 
ominous news that our then Chair John Laverick was 
standing down as Chair at the October AGM. Following that 
AGM, the Chair was vacant until Rod Bluh took it on in 
Summer 2015.

In a great act of generosity of time and energy, Kath Hatton 
and Chris Coyle spread the load by alternating as Acting 
Chair/ViceChair as well as their other roles of fundraising 
and Company Secretary.

This was a period of much activity for the Trust. The 
Studley Grange restoration was coming to the fore, and the 
opportunity to acquire the Peterborough Arms meant that 
Kath’s fundraising efforts were sorely in demand. Various 
funds were tapped for Studley Grange, and the Wildlife 
Trail there with the benches, interpretation boards and 
wildlife guides are testament to her devotion to the cause.

The 2015 AGM saw the change in organisational structure. 
Kath remained as ViceChair under Rod Bluh’s 
Chairmanship for a while, stepping down in 2016 and 
retiring as Fundraising Director in the Spring of 2017.

Kath had been seeking a move across to Oxfordshire for 
some time, and I last saw her following her move to a 
village near Didcot some years ago, before lockdown 
curtailed outside activities. It was lovely to see her at the 
East Vale Branch Meeting, and I looked forward to catching 
up with her again. It was not to be.

May I finish with a few words from her fellow Vice Chair, 
Chris Coyle, and my thanks to him for providing these for 
me.

“I have very good memories of working with Kath after I 
became a Trustee. When John Laverick had to stand down 
from the chair because of ill health, and Kath and I became 
Vicechairs, we worked as a team, and I remember being 
impressed by her dedication and hard work. I always 
admired the enthusiasm with which she tackled running the 
Trust. However, what I recall most is her unflagging 
commitment and ingenuity in her fundraising role. I always 
thought it was a hard furrow to plough, because of the 
number of disappointments that inevitably came her way, 
but she always bounced back, and had a new project on 
the go. I particularly remember her efforts in raising the 
funds for the purchase of the land at Seven Locks, our trip 
boat Nb Dragonfly, and the building of the landing stage at 
Wichelstowe, among many other projects. These are 
permanent reminders of her contribution to the Trust.”

Brian Stovold, WBCT Chair

Kath Hatton – An Appreciation

Kath being presented with the Queen's Award for 
Voluntary Service by Mrs Sarah Troughton, Lord 
Lieutenant of Wiltshire. Chris Coyle is also in the 
picture.

Repairs to the roof of the Peterborough Arms.  
Credit: Fiona Rivers
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Things seem to be starting to fall into place here in the East 
Vale area – of utmost importance is the negotiation of 
another 20year lease agreement with the Smith family 
regarding the Elms Farm section, alongside the Grove 
Recreation/Rugby Club grounds; this was the first section 
to be worked on in the Vale since abandonment in the early 
20th century. This will follow the same lines as our previous 
lease, so is not likely to prove contentious – it should 
hopefully be ready for signing any day now.

Once signed, we’ve a lot of work to do. There’s the obvious 
scrubbashing (though the section has been kept 
reasonably tidy as a result of its very accessible public 
profile), but the channel is now heavily choked and needs 
scraping out and reprofiling to operational dimensions, 
with repuddling as required. A good session with a JCB 
ought to see this done reasonably speedily.

Water supply has always been an issue; transpiration from 
the extensive reed beds won’t have helped, and neither will 
a rather obvious leak at the Limekiln Lock ‘downstream’ 
end, all due to receive attention as we fight to get it back 
into ‘launchable’ condition. We’d love to see an occasional 
tripboat operating there, albeit over only 300 metres or so; 
it’s an ideal patch for Damselfly to strut her stuff a couple of 
times a year, providing excellent local publicity.

Whilst negotiating the lease, Max Crofts and I took a walk 
along the Grove Common section, much of which is in 
pretty good condition, albeit with some issues regarding 
back gardens on Ormond Terrace, etc., not to mention the 
freerange chucks we were pleased to say hello to – Val 
and I would love to have some on our two and a half acres 
in Cumnor, but we fear our foxes!

It’s around 4 km from the A338 crossing at the lights by 
Canal Bridge Farm in southeastern Grove to the Great 
Western Railway crossing, running along the foot of Crab 
Hill (the site of another massive housing development), 
through Neville’s, Andersey and Binmarsh Farms, before 
popping under the embanked GWR onto Cow Common, 
where the original northeasterly route across Steventon 
Field is now threatened by SESRO, the South Eastern 
Strategic Reservoir Option, which, should its maximal 
intentions go ahead, will subsume around 7 km of the 
historic canal.

Whilst the Trust remains resolutely neutral regarding the 
reservoir (we appreciate the need to provide for the 
country’s clean water needs, but equally recognise 
environmental concerns), we have started a friendly and 
productive conversation with the SESRO team; through 
this, we’ve made it clear that the requirements of a restored 
Wilts & Berks Canal will need to be catered for if the 
reservoir does eventually gain planning approval. However, 
there are undoubtedly several aspects of the design and 

operation of such a massive reservoir that can be 
successfully merged with those same aspects of building 
and operating a canal, to mutual benefit. We firmly believe 
that ‘our’ canal can add significant public and 
environmental benefits to the entire project, provided we 
are given proper consideration, and the dialogue we are 
currently engaged in gives us real hope that this can be the 
case.

There could indeed be exciting times ahead, and I can 
foresee a newly built canal skirting the reservoir and 
arriving at the door of the GWR within the next two 
decades. If this does happen, the Grove Common/
Ardington Estate section and its half dozen or so locks 
would be a comparatively easy restoration job, and one 
could reasonably realistically see narrowboats back at 
Canal Bridge Farm, with only the A338 crossing to re
engineer to have boats back on the Elms Farm section. 
Mably Way then needs to be crossed, and we’ve a 
navigation to the home I restored all those years ago at 
Canal Farm in East Challow, where Val and I first got 
involved with the W&B back in the 1980s. The A417 
crossing is indeed a tricky issue, but, if achieved, from 
there through to the B4001 Childrey New Road is a 
comparatively simple task – from Mably Way, it’s all in the 
7Mile Pound, level going all the way across to Longcot, 
and thence another long pound through the already 
restored sections in Shrivenham to the outskirts of 
Swindon.

Boats to Grove and Wantage have obvious commercial 
implications, and there are already speculative discussions 
about boatyards, marinas, etc., and I’m sure the publicans, 
restauranteurs and shopkeepers of the ‘twin towns’ will 
welcome the additional trade a healthy narrowboat 
enterprise would bring to the area. But, in the meantime…

Having had my East Vale TenYear Plan adopted by the 
trustees as the Macro Level Plan, the next stage is to slice 
the Big Picture into a series of small, manageable, distinct 
projects. That’s exactly what’s been done at West Vale 
Branch, under the tutelage of Project Manager Ian Mitchell, 
providing us in the East End with a fine exemplar of where 
we next need to go. This will involve a yardbyyard survey 
of our bits of the canal, noting the current condition and 
what works will be required to elevate each section to the 
necessary condition to contribute to the overall restoration. 
Such works may be initial, interim or final, but they will all 
contribute to the ‘WayForward for Abingdon and East Vale 
Branch’ document that will guide our way forward, helping 

to establish priorities, set funding targets, landaccess 
rights, etc. This will provide a detailed programme to 
advance our works in the area in an integrated and 
considered manner, best suited to current conditions within 
an overall framework, so each project will slot together with 
others to best advance our overall objectives of a restored
tonavigablestandards canal between the Thames and 

What a difference a year makes  the canal footpath at 
East Challow in 2020 (left) and in 2021 (right) after a 
visit from the work party.  Credit: Jon Miles

The work party shifting wood chips gratefully received 
from Sue Seymour.  Credit: Sue Seymour



13Dragonfly | Winter 2021

Uffington, where our ‘Way Forward’ will join up with that of 
West Vale.

This document is output from commonised inputs into an 
established database, so our volunteer surveyors will 
require training to ensure a minimisation of GIGO 
(GarbageIn, GarbageOut) and maximisation of QIQO 
(QualityIn, QualityOut – I’ve just invented that!). To that 
end, Ian Mitchell is providing our team of surveyors with 
training in late November, based at the Sack House. If 
you’re interested in joining the team, please call me on 
07775 631 044, though we are currently pretty much up to 
capacity.

By the time you read this, we will have held our EastEnd 
Canal Open Day, based at East Challow village hall on 6 
November. This will have concluded with the branch AGM, 
at which I’ll stand down as Chairman – don’t worry, we 
have a plan for a successor, and you’re not losing me after 
just a year in post. I will be heading a new part of the Trust, 
the Vale Strategy Team, that’s being charged with co
ordinating all W&B activity in the entire Vale of White 
Horse, from the Thames to Acorn Bridge. This will provide 
an integrated umbrella under which Abingdon, East and 
West Vale Branches can work together with a single point 
of contact between the Trust and Vale of White Horse 
District Council, Oxfordshire County Council and other 
organisations such as utility companies, funding 
organisations, etc.

The creation of the Strategy Team is not intended to 
replace the existing branches, which will continue to 
provide local feet (and ears!!) “on the ground”, but to 
improve our communications with the authorities that we 
obviously need to have on board as we progress our 
project.

Abingdon and East Vale Branch meets at 8 o'clock on the 

first Wednesday of each month; we have a new home at 
the Black Horse pub in East Hanney – we’ve been made 
very welcome there, with good real ales and excellent food, 
all provided via nice friendly service in ‘our’ part of the bar. 
It won’t make a good place for formal meetings, but as a 
venue to socialise and talk business informally, it’s working 
well. Please come and join us!

Finally, I’m grateful to Dave Maloney, who guided me 
around the Pewsham works recently. Of course, it’s the 
scene of the tragic loss of life of one of our volunteers, but 
it’s also a very inspirational section, with its three locks, 
side pounds, spillways and weirs and of course dry dock, 
believed to be the only one on the entire canal. The work 
site then leads into nearly a mile of watered canal, 
including the somewhat strange Double Bridge, where two 
neighbouring farmers apparently wouldn’t agree to share a 
singlewidth bridge, so the canal company built them a 
doublewidth one with a small wall dividing it in two! 
Neighbours, eh, oo’d ‘ave ‘em?

Thanks also to Doug Small and the team at Latton Basin, 
which I recently visited for the first time: a lovely section of 
the North Wilts arm, and a great example of what a small 
team of dedicated volunteers can do – and more free
range chucks to ‘talk’ to!

Whilst not quite the final step in my reacquainting myself 
with the entire W&B, I’m now well on my way, having 
visited Jubilee Junction, most of the Grove Common to 
Childrey New Road section, Shrivenham, Wichelstowe, the 
entirety of restoration from the M4 to Royal Wootton 
Bassett, the Peterborough Arms, Foxham, Pewsham, and 
the Latton Basin section – watch out Lacock, Melksham 
and Calne, you’re next on the hit list!

Peter Scatchard, Chair, Abingdon and East Vale 
Branch

Doug Harris 1934–2021
Doug had a successful career as a Chartered Electrical 
Engineer. Soon after retirement, he started to attend 
branch meetings in Melksham. He took on the role of Work 
Party Organiser when restoration started on the complex 
section of canal at Pewsham in 2001–2002, finally handing 
over to Ray Canter in 2015. He was also a valued member 
of the Wilts & Berks Council of Management for about 5 
years from 2008.

The restoration of the very unusual Double Bridge at Naish 
Hill was a notable project, which was crowned with a high
profile opening by the Duchess of Cornwall in May 2009. 
He also instigated the planting of two significant clumps of 
trees to the west and south of Double Bridge. These are 
now vigorous and healthy, and will stand as a permanent 
memorial to Doug.

Doug was also dedicated to maintaining equipment and 
took home much of the gear, especially before old shipping 
containers were obtained for onsite storage. At home, he 
even washed mucky spades of other notsoparticular 
volunteers, making good use of the pond in his garden!

One characteristic of this period were therapeutic post
workparty pub meals at the Lysley Arms, near Derry Hill. 
Doug was a good storyteller, and had a ready supply of 
seafarers’ jokes from his second keen interest of ocean 
sailing. He was much in demand to crew, as he had the 
ability to fix anything! In the past, he had been a trustee for 
the RNLI.

Doug was a highly respected, kind, fatherly figure, much 
loved and respected, especially by work party volunteers. 
He will be very much missed and in our thoughts for many 
years to come.

Peter Hendon, MCC Volunteer

Picture:  Doug at Pewsham.  Credit: Howard Wilson
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Abingdon and East Vale branch held an Open Day on 6 
November, based at East Challow Village Hall, just east of 
Wantage. The Open Day, which had been much heralded 
through emails, newsletters, etc., since about July, finally 
got underway as the nights started to draw in with a 
vengeance.

Open to the public from 10:30 until about 15:00, when we 
asked nonmembers to depart so we could hold the branch 
AGM, over 40 people signed into the hall’s Track & Trace 
log book (a very useful tool to ‘capture’ all our visitors’ 
contact details, of course).

With daylong teas and coffees provided by Val Scatchard 
and Jean Marsh, an excellent finger buffet provided by 
Graeme of Valentine’s Catering in Grove as his very 
generous contribution to the Trust’s fundraising, and a fine 
selection of Trust posters brought in by Rod Hacker (many 
thanks to all involved), there was plenty for our visitors to 
chew over before Big Chief Stovold, acting in true Pied 
Piper mode, largely emptied the hall for one of his famous 
guided walks from the hall eastward to the “planeona
stick” at Mably Way, twix Wantage and Grove, and thence 
(by popular demand stirred up by Ernie Marsh, apparently!) 
onto the Elms Farm section.

Back ‘home’, the covers came off the buffet, and people 
continued to chat over lunch until 14:00, when I made a 
brief introduction to the proceedings in almost my last role 
as Branch Chairman, and the meeting was opened to the 
floor.

Whilst the possible Abingdon reservoir and its impact on 
canal restoration somewhat naturally occupied a fair 
degree of the discussion, other matters were raised and 
dealt with too, including the, in places, really dramatic 
progress around Swindon, off the back of significant 
housing and commercial development projects there 
(affording examples of what could have occurred around 
Wantage and Grove, and might yet in places).

Despite the alternative attractions of the environmental 
marches associated with COP26, the Open Day was 
attended by some of the local councillors, with concrete 
offers of assistance made to help fund e.g. the Elms Farm 
refurbishment project as soon as the new 20year lease is 
signed with the Smith family farming partnership.

We also received an invitation to put on another Open Day 
in the Spring, specifically targeted at appropriate County, 
District and Parish Councillors, and planning is already 
starting for this that augurs well for the longaimedfor 
improved communications between the Trust and the 
authorities in the Vale.

This will almost certainly be hosted by VaST, the Vale 
Strategy Team, which I am tasked with setting up and 
leading, providing a single interface between the Trust and 
important bodies like local authorities, utilities, the Inland 
Waterways Association and funding organisations, etc., 
throughout the Vale of White Horse and the rest of 
Oxfordshire.

The ensuing AGM saw three new officers elected to post; 
previously the Branch Secretary, Richard Shackleton is the 
new Chairman, the new Secretary is Val Scatchard, and 
our new Treasurer is Pete Day, taking over from Vic Stroud 
after his nighon thirtyyear ‘reign’ in the position. A big vote 
of thanks with much applause was provided to Vic for his 
sterling service.

In the meantime, a Merry Ol’ Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all our readers, and let’s hope 2022 will see a true 
return to normality throughout the country, and indeed the 
entire globe. There’s still too much of the world Val and I 
need to see ere it’s too late!

Peter Scatchard, outgoing Chair, Abingdon and 
East Vale Branch, incoming Chair, Vale Strategy 
Team

Abingdon and East Vale Branch Canal Open 
Day

Tony Davy Awards for volunteering
Following the positive AGM, it is good to know that the 
WBCT is continuing to move forward with the project to 
restore the canal.

One way in which you can help with fundraising is to 
submit a note of your volunteer hours. These hours are 
recorded in order to demonstrate to a wider audience just 
how much effort volunteers are making towards the 
restoration of the Canal and their support for this visionary 
project. All hours submitted are taken into consideration for 
‘matched funding’ purposes and thus effectively provide a 
resource that the Trust may hopefully convert to hard cash. 

These hours are submitted monthly to Wiltshire Council to 
support Ken Oliver’s position with the Council. Ken is an 
invaluable asset to the Trust.

It was my pleasure to make the presentations for the 
volunteer hour awards at the AGM. The Tony Davy 
Memorial Cup was awarded to the individual who 
submitted the most volunteer hours during the year 2020–
2021. The winner was Chris Barry, who submitted 1,802 
hours, with a value of £31,968.

The Tony Davy Crystal Award is awarded in recognition of 
the branch that submitted the most volunteer hours, and 

Open Day walkers at Grove Top Lock.  
Credit: Nigel Leake

Posters on display in East Challow Village Hall.  
Credit: Nigel Leake
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At our last Branch meeting, we elected Jonathan Gregory 
as Treasurer and Marilyn Trew as Marketing Manager. We 
held the Trust AGM here at Royal Wootton Bassett, and we 
were able to show off our stretch of the canal and towpath. 
It was great to catch up in person after all these months. 

We received the ‘Pick of the Branches’ award for most new 
members, which was a nice surprise!

The October Photo Competition was won by local resident 
Penny Birch, after she had placed her photo on our new 
Facebook page. This Facebook group has been a terrific 
success, moving from two members at the start to nearly 
400 in just over a month – we seem to have hit on a 
formula that really works!

We have completed a new map for our stretch of the canal, 
which shows the proposed entrance to Studley Grange 
Garden and Leisure Centre; this will be completed within a 
few weeks!

The branch held a picnic in the summer, and Cheryll had a 
go on the new mower! This enables sidebyside walking 
along most of the towpath. Nelson, our workboat, has been 
in operation, but has needed some essential repairs, now 
nearing completion. With the heavy rain, Chaddington 
spillweir has been causing merriment, and is working 
excellently as always!

Our local Wiltshire Councillor David Bowler, with 
responsibility for the old Council Depot, next to Templars 
Firs Car Park, has surveyed residents, who would prefer 
development of the canal with ideas for a marina and café. 
We realise this a massive opportunity for us, and we are all 
looking forward to future developments.

Marilyn Trew, RWB Branch Marketing Manager

Royal Wootton Bassett Branch news

the winning branch was Melksham, Calne and Chippenham 
branch with Foxham & Lyneham subbranch. The branch 
submitted 6,359 hours, with a value of £80,740.

The second Tony Davy Crystal Award was presented to the 
branch that most significantly increased its hours from the 
previous year. This was awarded to the Dragonfly Boat 
Team, which was the only Branch that managed to 
increase their hours from last year.

For those of you who like statistics, the total contributions 
for the year 2020–2021 were:

Individuals :  4,655 hours with a value of £129,746

Branches :    8,324 hours with a value of £105,492

Total :          12,979 hours with a value of £235,238

Volunteers are to be congratulated on achieving these 
figures working under such difficult circumstances during 
the period.

Please make a resolution to note your hours and activities 
and send them to me, preferably on a monthly basis. Hours 
may be submitted through your branch or recorded for 
yourself as an individual, but please make it clear on the 
entry sheet. A blank log can be obtained from me at 
juanita.poulton@wbct.org.uk.

I look forward to hearing from you!

Juanita Poulton

Alex Hutchinson , the new Chair of RWB Branch, with 
the ‘Pick of the Branches’ award for most new 
members.  Credit: Marilyn Trew

The new map of the RWB Branch stretch.  
Credit:Marilyn Trew

This is a marvellous opportunity for RWB and a 
strategic site next to Templar’s Firs car park and 
slipway  watch this space!  Credit: Marilyn Trew

Fun and games at Chaddington spillweir in half term.  
Credit: Marilyn Trew
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Locations mentioned in this issue of Dragonfly

1 Semington
2 Lacock
3 Double Bridge
4 Pewsham Locks
5 Green Lane Farm, Pudding Brook
6 Peterborough Arms
7 Royal Wootton Bassett: Templar's Firs and 

Chaddington
8 Wichelstowe
9 Covingham

10 Latton Basin
11 Acorn Bridge
12 Shrivenham Canalside Park
13 Childrey New Road
14 East Challow
15 Elms Farm
16 Grove Common
17 Cow Common
18 Jubilee Junction

Dragonfly is the quarterly publication of the WIlts & Berks Canal Trust

The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is a charitable organisation with the aim to restoring all 72 miles of the Wilts & Berks Canal 
to create a tranquil public waterside park for walking, cycling, fishing & boating.

For more detailed location information, check out the WBCT Interactive Map at   www.wbct.org.uk/map

#wiltsandberkscanal

If you are not already a member please consider joining. 
By being a member you will

• Be part of our amazing project: the longest and most 
complex waterways project in the UK today, combining 
restoration and community engagement

• Receive regular newsletters, active social media and 
other communications

• Be part of the  branch organisations with meetings, 
quizzes, talks, and volunteering opportunities

• Have opportunities to help; both on the ground and 
behind the scenes.

Our members achieve amazing results through their 
efforts for the Trust. In the future, we will all look back and 
say: “I was part of that!”

We are always happy to hear from members who would 
like to volunteer to work with us at the Trust. It could be

• joining a work party to help maintain/restore a stretch of 
canal

• working with the Boat Team as crew 

• joining the team communicating with the members 

• raising restoration funds.

Go to www.wbct.org.uk/volunteer  for more details

To find details of WBCT membership go to:  www.wbct.org.uk/join

https://www.wbct.org.uk/join
https://www.wbct.org.uk/volunteer
https://www.wbct.org.uk/map

