


    

Copy date for Spring issue Saturday 16th March 2024 to the 

editor Giles Dawson, Email courier@uffington.net 
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WHITE HORSE GARDENING CLUB   Karen Pilcher 

The White Horse Gardening Club in Uffington is held on the first Thursday of 
every month excluding January and August. Meetings are held at Thomas 
Hughes Memorial Hall, Uffington SN7 7RA from 7:30pm to approx. 9pm with 
plenty of parking available. The hall opens at 7pm and there is always a raffle. 
Annual subscription is £15 and members receive a 10% discount off plants at 
Bampton Garden Centre. Non-members are very welcome at a charge of £5 
although membership is more cost effective! During the summer months the talks 
give way to garden visits for an additional cost and usually include a stop for 
refreshments.  

In November we had a fascinating and informative talk from Fergus Garrett 
(below)

refreshments and drinks for our last meeting of the year. 

 

The calendar for the next few months: 

February 1st  Designing Your Own Garden  talk by Kate Gould 

February 7th - Winter Walk guided tour by Simon Bagnall at Worcester College 
Oxford. £23 including refreshments 10:30am. Contact and payment to 
pjdalrymple@btinternet.com by January 24th 2024              

March 7th  Clematis  talk by Peter Skeggs-Gooch  

For further information please contact Hilary at hilarydeakin@me.com or 07802 
426822. Membership applications available from Patricia at 
pjdalrymple@btinternet.com or 01367 821063. 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



     

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



    
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
UFFINGTON MUSEUM    Karen Pilcher (Curator) 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We continue to welcome new members and volunteers and for £10 a year or a 
life membership of £100, a family can join the Friends of Uffington Museum.  
 
Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you in 2024. 
 

 
 

A snowy scene taken in 1936 outside the Fox & Hounds pub, Uffington 
Photo from the Uffington Museum archive. 

  



FROM THE VICARAGE                                               Jeremy Goulston 

Advent is the annual season of waiting. In our consumer culture we are not good 
at waiting - which makes this Season helpful for us if we allow it to be. We wait 
for the same reason every year, and we are certain that the One we await - a 
Person, Jesus, Son of God - will arrive on time. Yet, we find that the waiting is 
new each year, as Christ is ever new. Our circumstances, and those of the world, 
change but God calls us to pause. 

Maybe we don't like the waiting, or maybe we enter enthusiastically into Advent, 
which in some countries starts earlier than others.  I can usually count on 
enthusiasm in our Schools; a recent assembly in Uffington was no exception. I 
found a few silver star stickers at home and gave them to children for getting the 
'right answer' to the vicar's Advent Quiz. The last, and smallest, star was the most 
precious to me as I found it in our kitchen during a distracted moment and it 
seemed more beautiful than the other, more spectacular, stars. 

So this Advent and Christmas, I encourage you to be ready to be surprised by the 
little things. Music helps us in this; anything from the Organ recital by Joe Barber 
(thank you Joe for introducing us to, among other things, a 'Meditation on 
Finlandia' by Brenda Portman). We can all lose ourselves in music, from organ 
and AVE concerts, to the Carol Services, Nativities, and Christmas Day services. 
We can lose ourselves in the deeper nights too. 

Sitting by Anthony Parson's bedside, we 
mused on a wonderful description of a starlit, 
Mediterranean night looking from Greece 
down towards the Holy Land. We think too of 
eastern Ukraine, and men and women 
passing their Christmas in foxholes. Things 
are not well there or in the Holy Land, but that 
does not stop us from praying for peace and 
justice in these places and in our own 
lives.  The way we wait, and pass the quiet as 
well as the more distracted moments, affects 
how we celebrate and enjoy Christmas. The 
way we wait may grow in us a new realisation 
that everything about God, and especially 
God's Son, is worth our waiting. My thanks to 
Wardens, Treasurers, Choristers, Organists, 
and all who support us with time and money, 
and everyone we welcome to Church this 
blessed Season! 



UFFINGTON COMMUNITY GARDEN   Heather Abel 

The Community Garden is a wonderful resource, open to all volunteers to come 
and help us grow organic produce to share and to provide a welcoming 
environment in which people and wildlife can thrive.  Come and work, come and 
relax, come and share!  

We have planted our Autumn onions with garlic and broad beans soon to follow; 
that seems very late to me but then everything has been later than expected this 
year and the weather, albeit wet, has been warm.  Our tomatoes were still 
flourishing until well into November and ripening beautifully.  Our wonderful soil 
has been tenderly nurtured for over a decade now, with as little digging as 
possible, our own home-made compost and leaf-mould and a small amount of 
local horse/donkey manure; consequently it is a joy to work with even after the 
heavy rain! 

We are always pleased to share our produce with the local community.  All 
volunteers get the fruits of our labours and then friends and neighbours share the 

in Wantage, also accept our fresh produce for anyone needing a helping hand.  
We are all about sustainability, reducing food miles, keeping a low carbon 
footprint, and making organic fresh food available to all.  Treading lightly on the 
Earth is something we are really proud of.   

Find us behind the Fox and Hounds pub most Saturdays, in every season from 
2pm.  

 



     

Community Garden Produce       The Scrivens seat  by Angela Ritchings 

 

Geese on Baulking Lake  by Mark Wallis 



BENEFICE DRAW WINNERS                                    Julia Lycett Green 
 
Winners in the draw for December were: 
£200 - 56 - J&S McCullough 
£100 - 82 - John Comley 
£100 - 40 - Rev Jeremy Goulston 
£50 - 107 - David & Ann Coxhead 
£50 - 155 - Anna Ashcroft 
£50 - 37 - Eric & Jackie Wyard 
£50 - 24 - LDE Hollingsworth 
£50 - 13 - Linda Jones 
 
Cheques will be sent out in due course, though if people would prefer to receive 
their winnings electronically, please can they send me their bank account 
details. That would also save on costs! 
 
NEXT UP FROM UFFINGTON PLAYERS!                   Christine Holley 
 
Pantostein 
 
An original pantomime script by Duncan Saunders 
 
In a village far away and long ago, a friendly local doctor looks after the sick and 
needy of the village. However, she has a dark secret, a secret that her rivals seek 
to exploit, and which will lead to untold horror being released into the 

 
 

Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall 
 

Thursday 15th February - Adults £10, Concession £7 
 

Friday 16th & Saturday 17th February - Adults £15, Concession £10 - 
includes Fish & Chip Supper 

 
Doors open 7pm  Curtain up 7.30pm 

 
Tickets will be available from the beginning of January from the village shop and 
online at https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-uffington-players 
 
The Players are now in their 47th year and have performed many pantomimes, 
comedy plays and murder mysteries. If you think you would like to be involved in 
future productions, or would like further information, please contact Christine 
Holley (01367 820474) or email christineholley28@hotmail.co.uk 
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UFFINGTON STORES 
 

White Horse, Uffington, Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7SE 
 

Special offers every month 
with Premier Express 

Fresh bakery products from in-store bakery 

Groceries, dairy products, frozen foods, bread 

Large range of  fruit and vegetables 

Wines, beers and spirits 

Newspapers and magazines 

Post Office services inc Cash withdrawal services 

Parcel and mail collection service (inc Amazon) 

Alterations and Dry Cleaning 

Prescription service (Elm Tree & White Horse) 
 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday to Friday   7:00am* to 5:30pm  

Saturdays  7:00am* to 5:30pm 

Sunday  8:00am to 2:00pm 

* Post Office from 8am 

Phone: 01367 820977 

email: uffington.shop@gmail.com 


