




 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

       

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  



 

 

 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
THE SAUNDERS TRUST                                 Maxine Parsons, Trustee 

Readers may like to look out for a procession which takes place in Uffington on Thursday 
20th July. This annual event honours the educational philanthropy of a long-ago local 
landowner. Thomas Saunders was a wealthy gentleman from Woolstone who founded 
the original Uffington School for 12 boys in 1617. The Saunders Trust was founded in 
1644 by his son, also called Thomas Saunders. He endowed the school with land and a 
house to provide in perpetuity for a schoolmaster. The schoolroom is now Tom Brown
Museum. In 2017, the 400th year since the founding of the school, the Saunders Trust 
commissioned a memorial plaque which is mounted on the wall of the museum. 

The Trust nowadays exists to provide financial help to some pupils at Uffington School for 
educational trips and other necessities. The Trust also presents dictionaries for the Year 
6 pupils at a Founders Day Service at the end of the school year. The children go in 
procession from school to the Old Schoolroom (now Museum) to give thanks to Thomas 
Saunders for founding the original school and to lay flowers on his grave in Uffington 
Church. This is followed by a presentation in the church to those pupils who will be leaving.   

The Saunders Trust is a registered charity and is managed by representatives from 
Uffington and Woolstone; chaired by the Vicar. We spend the interest on the capital, to 
continue to support children into the future at Uffington School. 

The Founders Day Service is one that is long remembered by those children who take 
part in it and it is hoped that this will continue for many years to come. The trustees would 
be grateful for any donations given after the service on Founders Day in the envelopes 
provided. Everyone is welcome to the service, which starts at 11am, 



 

UFFINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL            Lisa Bradbury, Head Teacher
 
As I write, we are currently having our annual White Horse Week. This year it had an 
environmental theme. Not only did the children support the National Trust by scouring the 
White Horse but we also looked at water and solar energy with Science Oxford. Alongside 
this, the children are designing a new pond for school which is made possible by donations 
from our PTA. The children will create two brand new plays in a day for parents to view; 

  
 

Our special visitor this year, talking about 
women in science, was Mary McIntyre, a 
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society. 
We concluded the week by holding a 
science fair. 

Our assistant head teacher Mrs Sheppard 
spent a week in June at the Houses of 
Parliament, having successfully bid for a 
place on a programme which enables 
teachers from across the country to learn 
more about teaching children about 
democracy and our system of 
government.  

As you probably know, we sadly lost some 
of our trees around the story chair a few 
months ago because of ash dieback. 
However, I am glad to say that having 
completed an application to the Woodland 
Trust we have successfully been awarded 
thirty trees, which will be delivered in the 
autumn, to replace those that we have lost 
(albeit different varieties). Look out for 
calls to form a planting party! 

From all at Uffington Primary School, we 
wish you a pleasant summer. 

 
 
 

A heartfelt message from local school-children 
  



 

FROM UFFINGTON VICARAGE Jeremy Goulston

It is hard to believe we are half-way through the year, and yet plenty has been happening 
recently. 

In these secular times it is good to know that people still wish their loved ones to be buried 
in the churchyard. I have been helping people inter ashes recently - of George Smith in 
Uffington, where nearly 30 people came to the interment. They called themselves, rather 
tongue-in-cheek, the 'Graveyard Committee', since at the end of April each year, on the 
anniversary of a much-loved grandmother's death, they gather in the churchyard and 
afterwards at a local hostelry to celebrate lives long-lived and their own kinship. 

I am glad people still do this. Funerals are one of the few occasions, like marriages, that 
we take the chance to gather as friends and family to celebrate all that we are, and the 
ties of blood and love which bind us.

The medieval church often talked about the 'Cloud of Witnesses' which refers to the 
Church over time. I sometimes tell people to look outside their church, at the gravestones 
which surround it, and see their lives in much wider terms; supported by many more than 
simply those whom they know and love who are alive. 

It is in this wider context of trust and love that we have remembered recently and will 
continue to remember Bob Iles, Graeme Clark, Edward Seymour, Elizabeth Rosser, 
Margaret Gantlett and Stefan Plant. All of these folk were more loved than it is possible 
for any single individual to be conscious of, and we thank God for each one of them and 
their unique gifts as well as foibles. 

It is encouraging to me that, despite living in an increasingly sceptical Western world, 
people still wish to be confirmed in the C of E. I type this on the eve of a Confirmation 
service in St Andrew's Shrivenham at which six people of a variety of ages were be 
confirmed by the new(ish) Bishop of Dorchester, Gavin Collins. Three of these come from 
our Benefice, and I took them through an all-too-quick course (which I hope to improve 
on in future). 

My faith in human nature, as many of you know, is amply increased by drinking tea and 
eating cake with people! We had great opportunity for that, and for viewing some lovely 
gardens, on June 11th at the Uffington Gardens Open Day, Dog Show and Games. My 
sincere thanks to all who came and to all who helped. 

I extend these thanks also to the small committee which is busy raising money for the 
Church Clock. Please do visit our website and give if you can: 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/St-Marys-UCCRF 



 

I also extend these thanks to Fay and her helpers as the new season of Church Teas has 
begun. 

Hope to see you at something soon and never feel matters of faith are off the table! As 
Rowan Williams writes in his brilliantly concise book 'Tokens of Trust' (which I gave to our 
adult Confirmation candidates) To say I believe  is to open oneself to a vast reality that 
the Creeds only attempt to codify. It is to make the startling discovery that they are not 
just about ensuring we have a proper idea of God, but about how we learn that we are the 
focus of an eternally trustworthy, unchanging love, and how we begin to live in the light of 
such knowledge. Amen to that! 

All prayers to you and yours as the year continues to unfold, and may you be refreshed 
this summer in unfathomable ways. 

WHITE HORSE GARDENING CLUB                              Karen Pilcher 

The White Horse Gardening Club in Uffington is held on the first Thursday of every month, 
excluding January and August. Meetings take place at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall in 
Uffington SN7 7RA from 7:30pm to approx. 9pm with plenty of parking available. The hall 
opens at 7pm and there is always a raffle. Annual subscription is £15 and members 
receive a 10% discount off plants at Bampton Garden Centre. Non-members are very 
welcome at a charge of £3 although membership is more cost effective! 

In June we held our first Open Gardens in nearly 20 years, raising funds for the Gardening 
eather and together with refreshments in 

successful day. Thank you to everyone who opened their beautiful gardens, volunteered 
to help on the day and, of course, to all our visitors. 

During the summer months the talks give way to garden visits for an additional cost and 
usually include a stop for refreshments. 

The calendar for the coming few months:

September 7th  Kew Gardens. Talk by Matthew Biggs, broadcaster and author of books 

For further information please contact: 

Pamela at parrottspreene@aol.com  or 01367 820251. 

Membership applications available from:

Patricia at pjdalrymple@btinternet.com or 01367 821063 



       



UFFINGTON COMMUNITY GARDEN         Heather Abel



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 






