


    

Copy date for Winter issue Saturday 15th December 2023 to 

the editor Giles Dawson, Email courier@uffington.net 
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New Church Warden Needed! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



    
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



  Simon Jenkins  
 
Footpath 4 (FP 4) is used by many people for walking in a northerly direction from 
the village towards Moor Mill Farm, and on to Fernham, Baulking or Shellingford, 
or returning in an extended loop to the village via Uffington Gorse (Uffington Fox 
Covert) and the kissing gates on FP 12. FP 4 is accessed from a passage behind 

by a number of larger fields in agricultural usage, a wooden footbridge over the 
disused Wilts and Berks Canal, and an elevated footbridge over the railway before 
reaching Moor Mill Farm. 
  
Fifteen new galvanized gates (a mixture of kissing and self-closing gates) were 
installed by the Council in July 2023 to replace stiles on FP 4. This was the fourth 
in a series of projects by the Council to improve access to the footpaths in and 
around Uffington for walkers of all ages. This article provides a project record and 

locations of the 15 new gates:    
 

 
 



The project was funded by a number of donors, to all of whom Uffington Parish 
Council is very grateful; they are (with the amounts): 
 

from Grundon Waste Management Ltd, from their 
own funds and through the Landfill Communities 
Fund 

£3,486.00 

White Horse Show Trust 
 
£1,577.50 

Oxfordshire County Council  Countryside Access 
Team 

 
£721.70 

Uffington Parish Council  
 
£1,577.50 

Total cost  
 
£7,362.70 

 
The Council is also extremely grateful to the following:  
 

1. All the landowners upon whose land the new gates have been installed, 
and who supported the project from the start. They are: The Executors of 
the late Mrs E Rosser, Mr and Mrs T Matthews, Network Rail and Mr and 
Mrs Stephen Green.  

2. Noll Countryside Services Ltd (of Lambourn) who have done a very 
professional job for us in the installation of all fifteen gates  see picture 
below!  

 

 
 

The old stiles having been replaced by kissing gates, or, in some cases, simple 
self-closing gates, and the ground around the new gates improved, more people 
can use FP 4, and everyone will have a safer experience. The footpath is now easy 
to access and walkable by people of all ages. Starting close to the centre of the 
village, near the village shop, this is excellent for community involvement and 
therefore beneficial for the health and well-being of our residents. 
 



 
 

 
 
Stile 1:     Old and  

 
 
The old, very awkward, stile leading to the bridge over the railway: 
 
 

 
 
Stile 12:     Old and  

 

  



 

NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR JUBILEE FIELD Kat Foxhall 

 

 

 

 

After the arrival of our new football goal this summer  already being well used  
the Parish Council are pleased to share plans for two large pieces of play 
equipment for the Jubilee Field. 

The existing 40-year-old swings at the south end of the field will be replaced by a 
new triple swing set, made up of two standard swings and a basket swing suitable 
also for children with disabilities. We are also planning to install a new spacenet 
climbing feature which we hope older children will enjoy.  

The new equipment will be funded mostly from the remaining developer 
contributions from Jacksmeadow. 

A particular thank you to the children and parents who have taken the time to 
contact the Parish Council and our local MP, about the play equipment they would 
like to have in the village. 

  



 

A TROUBLED PARISH: Uffington 1670 to 1690        Alvin Blackie  

A number of significant events occurred in England during the middle of the 
seventeenth century, not least the English Civil War (1642-1651), the restoration 
of the monarchy (1660) and the plague (1665). 
 
The turmoil created by these events persisted into the latter part of the century and 
affected every walk of life in every corner of the realm. There is no reason to 
assume that the parish of Uffington and its people were not affected and to this 
extent might be considered typical of a rural community in this region. Some insight 

 
 

included crimes such as(1) wearing, ribaldry and 
drunkenness, schism, defending papist or any other erroneous doctrine, causing a 
disturbance in church, failing to take Easter communion (being over the age of 
sixteen) not attending Church on Sundays or Holy Days and not having a child 

 
 
Presentments submitted on 15th April 1672, by Richard Rushley and John 
Reynolds, churchwardens of Uffington, included the following(1)

inform that the ffanatickes heartofore excommunicated & imprisoned for their 
manifest obstinacy, contumely & non-conformity to the Civil & Ecclesiastical lawes 

 
 

a consequence 
of a fire in the records office during the 19th century. However, the majority of non-
conformists were thought to be Quakers, reportedly being the strongest group 
within the parish at this time. 
 
A married couple, Richard Thatcher (b.1645) and his wife Jane (née Stevens, 
married March 1667), were cited in a damning 1671 Presentment for failing to 
baptise their daughter. In 1682 they left England and emigrated to North America, 
thus following the example set in the 1630s when large numbers of persecuted 
non-conformist English men and women sought religious freedom in the New 
World.  
 
A little over 350 years later, Jean and her husband Earl Yager, currently living in 
southern California, visited England for the first time; Jean is a descendant of 

curator they were able to visit the museum to explore its archive, especially that 
relating to the Thatcher family dating from the 1600s to the present day. 
 



 
 

Earl and Jean Yager outside the Museum in June 
 
(1) The Annual & Triennial Visitation  Presentments for Uffington, Baulking and 
Woolstone, Part1: 1636-1700; transcribed by Ivy M Curzon (1970). Copies held by 
TBSM, shelf mark, B/245  
 
The author is a volunteer at Uffington Museum. 
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UFFINGTON STORES 
 

White Horse, Uffington, Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7SE 
 

Special offers every month 
with Premier Express 

Bakery Products 

Groceries, dairy products, frozen foods, bread 

Large range of  fruit and vegetables 

Wines and beers 

Newspapers and magazines 

Post Office services inc Cash withdrawal services 

Parcel and mail collection service 

Alterations and Dry Cleaning 

Prescriptions service 
 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday to Friday   7:00am* to 5:30pm  

Saturdays  7:00am* to 5:30pm 

Sunday  8:00am to 2:00pm 

* Post Office from 8am 

Phone: 01367 820977 

email: uffington.shop@gmail.com 


